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عاختاس  ی،ابؼاد ورىدؽًاخت ییىبه تب ی،و ارتهاد یلیتحل یکشدیپژوهؼ با سو یىا هدف:
با  یغهآو سا دس هقا یگاهاو ر پشداصد یه یاعلّه یشاثيماص دس ه یكقه یو هباي یهًاعک
. کًذ یه یواکاو  ی،و صستؾت یخاخاه یهىدیت ییىآ یژهو به یک،خاوس يضد یایؾیي یها عًت

 های یاورش  گشایايه یلو ؽبهات تقل یهؼشكت یها هغتذل به چالؼ ییپاعخگى یىهمچً
 پژوهؼ اعت. یىا یادیىهؼافش هًکش عًت اص اهذاف بً

 یقیتيب یذاسؽًاعیاص سوػ پذ ی،چًذعيح یلیک هيالؼه با اتخار چاسچىب یىا : روش
 یاتيضول آ یشبش ع یهبتً یکهشهًىت یشايی،و ا یعاه یها صباو یخیتاس  ؽًاعی یؾهس  یاو،اد

 دس حىصه افىل كقه و کلّم بهشه رغته اعت. یايتقاد یلو تحل ینقشآو کش 
 یذیحهظهش اود اعتمشاس تى یيماص اعلّه دهذ یپژوهؼ يؾاو ه های یاكته :ها یافته

تىره به  یگضیىقبله واحذ سا را یبه عى  یشیگ اعت که رهت یمیدس عًت ابشاه یایؼي
 یهبش پا یكقه اعلّه ی،عاخته اعت. دس عاحت كلغله حقىق یو هظاهش يىساي یارشام هاد

دس  یشیپز ايؼياف یمن،ت یغبًا ؽذه و با تؾش  «یقذست ػشك»س یاحشد و هؼ یيل یُغش،افل 
 یىبه ػبادت سا تنم یهمگاي یابیيماص خىف، دعت یغو تؾش  ی،ايهًگام ياتى  یاسکاو بذي

 یها ىهاست ،«یقذست ػقل»بش هذاس  یهىد یکشده اعت؛ دس تقابل با آو، كقه خاخاه
 یشع یخیتاس  یبشسع یى،ا بشو ؽشه يقاب ده يلشه ؽکل گشكته اعت. اكضوو  یشايهگ عخت

 یبخؾ دس هکه تا ايتظام یكشد یهيماص سا اص تضک یا چهاسهشحله یتیتشب یًذكشآ ی،يضول وح
دس  یىوقشآي یاورش  یادػاها یگش،د ی. اص عى عاصد یآؽکاس ه یًهدس هذ یو دكاػ یارتماػ

 اص ی،قشآي یحاتو تًاقل با تقش  یگغغت اص تىاتش ػمل یلحزف اوقات و سکؼات، به دل
 ايتلاع عاقو اعت. یضح

اينباه  یاوهتؼادل ه ىيذییپ یًی،د یغتص  یادیىسکى بً یگاهيماص دس را :گیزی نتیجه
اعتىاس دس  یپًاهگاه ی،که با اتکا بش عًت يبى  عاصد یبشقشاس ه یكقه یلو تغه یذیتىح

 .سود یايغاو هؼافش به ؽماس ه یگايگیبشابش بحشاو هؼًا و اصخىدب
ىًت یقیتيب یلتحل(. 1142) رىاهش، یو ػل ؛ػبذ الکشین، یو ػباع ؛: هحمىداستناد و  یؾااعلّهیپ یها عًت ی،اعلّه یشاثهيماص دس  یکیو هشه
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 مقدمه و بیان مسئله پژوهص

گاه  يماص دس هًظىهه هؼشكتی و هیشاث ؿًی اعلّهی، کايىو پیىيذ ػبذ با عاحت سبىبی و تزلی
ایى كشینه قذعی فشكاً یک آییى فىسی یا . سود افلی تىحیذ ياب و بًذگی خالقايه به ؽماس هی

گزسا يیغت، بلکه چاسچىب بًیادیى ورىدی اعت که ایماو قلبی هىهى سا دس بغتش حیات  ادای تکلیلی
قشآو کشین بش ایى حقیقت تقشیح داسد . بخؾذ سعايذ و اعتمشاس هی كشدی و رمؼی به هًقه ظهىس هی

ها بىده و  ياپزیش تماهی ػهذهای الهی دس ىىل تاسیخ يبىت که اقاهه يماص اص اسکاو حابت و تخلق
 .گیشد ای پیىعته اص ابشاهین، اعماػیل، هىعی، ػیغی تا پیاهبش خاتن سا دس بش هی هعلغل

پژوهی اعلّهی اهشوصه با دو چالؼ  با ورىد ایى دیشیًگی و افالت، حىصه هيالؼات ادیاو و دیى
های عاختاسی هیاو يماص  يخغت، ابهام دس تبییى تمایضها و پیىعتگی: هؼشكتی بًیادیى هىاره اعت

های  گايه دس یهىدیت خاخاهی و يیایؼ ویژه يیایؼ هزذه های يیایؾی خاوس يضدیک، به با آییىاعلّهی 
گشایی چىو هًکشاو عًت و حذیج  های كکشی يىپذیذ و تقلیل رشیاو گايه صستؾتی؛ دوم، ظهىس پًذ

های سوایی پیىعته  هًاعک يماص سا اص بغتش عًت ػملی و گضاسػ کىؽًذ )هؼشوف به قشآيیىو( که هی
ایى پژوهؼ دس پی آو اعت تا با باصخىايی ايتقادی هًابغ افیل، پشده اص عاختاس ػمیق، . رذا عاصيذ

هایی ػلمی و ارتهادی به ؽبهات  گیشايه و كشآیًذ تکاهلی يماص بشداسد و پاعخ كلغله تؾشیغ عهل
 .هؼافش اسائه يمایذ

 ضناسی پژوهص روش

، تللیقی و چًذلایه اعتىاس اعت که چهاس ؽًاختی کیلی پژوهؼ حامش بش پایه یک چاسچىب سوػ
ؽًاعی تاسیخی  ؽًاعی و صباو يخغت، با تکیه بش دايؼ سیؾه: کًذ هشحله تحلیلی پیىعته سا ديبال هی

های عاهی و باعتايی، عیش تحىل واژگايی فلّت، يماص و افيلّحات يیایؾی دس ػبشی و پهلىی  صباو
ها و  گیشی يبیقی هًاعک، ػًافش عاختاسی، رهتدوم، اص ىشیق پذیذاسؽًاعی ت. ؽىد واکاوی هی

عىم، با . ؽىيذ ؽشوه ىهاست دس اعلّم، یهىدیت و آییى صستؾت به فىست تيبیقی عًزیذه هی
های  گیشی اص هشهًىتیک تلغیشی هبتًی بش عیش يضول آیات و تکیه بش سوایات اعباب يضول و تشتیب بهشه

چهاسم، با به کاسگیشی . گشدد تشبیتی يماص باصعاصی هیعاصی  تاسیخی هؼتبش، هشاحل چهاسگايه يهادیًه
های هًکش عًت دس بىته يقذ عاختاسی و هتًی قشاس  هىاصیى اعتذلال افىلی و کلّهی، ؽبهات رشیاو

 .گیشد تا عاصگاسی دسويی احکام يماص با تىاتش ػملی تبییى ؽىد هی
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 های پژوهص و تحلیل تطبیقی یافته

 تطبیقی نیایص ضناسی ضناسی و گىنه ریطه :یک

بشگشكته اص سیؾه ایشايی باعتاو و « يماص»دهذ که واژه كاسعی  ؽًاختی يؾاو هی های صباو بشسعی
به هؼًای خن ؽذو، کشيؼ، ادای احتشام و عزذه دس پیؾگاه پشوسدگاس « ين»یا « يمک»پهلىی 

و اعلّهی های هتى سیؾه بىده و دس دوساو يخغتیى تشرمه هن« يمظ»اعت که با سیؾه عايغکشیت 
اص عىی دیگش، دس . بشگضیذه ؽذ« فلّت»دس ایشاو، به دسعتی به ػًىاو هؼادل واژه ػشبی 

اص سیؾه پیىيذ، دػا، تمزیذ و بشکت عشچؾمه گشكته و با واژگاو « فلّت»ؽًاعی عاهی، واژه  سیؾه
ین، ایى با يضول قشآو کش . به هؼًای خايه يیایؼ یا ػبادت همبغتگی داسد« ؽلىتا»آساهی و عشیايی 

هیشاث يیایؾی دچاس تحىلی بًیادیى ؽذ و دس هیئتی يى ؽاهل اسکاو هؾخـ قیام، سکىع و عزىد 
 .تؾشیغ گشدیذ

ه یا يماص هزذه گايه دس یهىدیت خاخاهی پظ اص ویشايی  دس هيالؼات تيبیقی هًاعک، آییى تلیلّا
، ػقش و ؽاهگاه های سوصايه دس عه يىبت فبح هؼبذ دوم اوسؽلین به ػًىاو رایگضیى قشبايی

با ایى حال، . سوص تؾشیغ ؽذه اعت دس آییى صستؾت يیض يیایؼ دس پًذ هًگام ؽبايه. عاصهايذهی ؽذ
های يىسايی  يیایؼ صستؾتیاو به عىی هظاهش و آكشیذه: های اعاعی دس ایى هیاو ورىد داسد تلاوت

عتخىػ حزف یکی اص پزیشد و دس هلت هاه عشد عال د هادی يظیش خىسؽیذ یا آتؼ هقذط ايزام هی
ؽىد؛ دس حالی که يماص دس اعلّم با يلی هشگىيه ؽشک، هًحقشاً به عىی  های يیایؾی هی يىبت

گیشی هغلماياو تؼییى  بخؼ رهت آكشیذگاس ياهحذود اقاهه ؽذه و کؼبه فشكاً به ػًىاو يماد وحذت
 .های كقلی، بش حبات کاهل هًاعکی خىد پایذاس اعت گؾته و كاسؽ اص دگشگىيی

 کتیک یُسر و عُسردو: فلسفه تطریع و هرمنىتیک فقهی: دیال

تشیى دعتاوسدهای تحلیلی ایى پژوهؼ، کؾق تمایض ژسف هیاو كلغله كقهی  بشرغتهیکی اص 
اعلّم و كقه خاخاهی یهىد دس تؼشیق هلّک تکلیق و تىاو هکلق اعت. كقه اعلّهی بش پایه افل 

اعتىاس اعت، دس حالی که « قذست ػشكی»و هؼیاس « يلی حشد»)آعايی(، قاػذه « یُغش»ؽمىل  رهاو
« قذست ػقلی و كلغلی»گىيه و هؼیاس  های وعىاط كقه عًتی یهىد بش هحىس تکالیق دؽىاس، احتیاه

قشآو يظیش اساده آعايی و يلی عختی دس  ؽکل گشكته اعت. دس هًذعه حقىقی اعلّم، آیات فشیح
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ىاػذ هادس و حاکن بش تماهی ابىاب ػبادات به ؽماس های اخلّقی يیغتًذ، بلکه ق دیى، فشكاً تىفیه
ای که هشگاه ايزام تکلیلی اولیه به هؾقت ؿیشقابل تحمل یا آعیب بذيی بیًزاهذ،  سويذ؛ به گىيه هی

 .یابذ های تغهیلی گشایؼ هی خىد حکن به عىی سخقت خىدبه

ها  ، ىهاست دعتایى تمایض بًیادیى دس احکام ىهاست به سوؽًی هتزلی اعت؛ دس كقه خاخاهی
اص رمله سیختى آب اص ظشكی کاهلًّ عالن با يیشوی پایاو  پیؼ اص يماص هًىه به ؽشوه ظاهشی بی

های دوسدعت اعت و يبىد آب، ارشای هًاعک سا با چالؼ رذی  ايغايی و رغتزىی آب تا هغاكت
پاک، ىهاست بش خاک « تیمن»بذیل  عاصد. دس يقيه هقابل، ؽشیؼت اعلّهی با تؾشیغ بی سوبشو هی

ؽذیذ، هضیًه گضاف یا  واعيه و کاهل ومى و ؿغل دس ؽشایو يبىد آب، عشهای خاکی سا رایگضیى بی
 .بیماسی قشاس داده اعت

بش اعاط عًت يبىی، يماصگضاس دس فىست . گشی دس اسکاو كیضیکی يماص يیض رشیاو داسد ایى تغهیل
ها و  ياتىايی اص قیام، يؾغته و دس فىست ػذم تىايایی بش يؾغتى، به پهلى خىابیذه یا حتی با اؽاسه پلک

همچًیى دس علشهای . گضاسد، تا پیىيذ قذعی ػبذ دس هیچ حالی گغغته يؾىد عش يماص هی
های اهًیتی با تؾشیغ  های رًگ و بحشاو ؽهشی با تؾشیغ ققش و رمغ يماصها، و دس هیذاو بشوو

اكضوو بش ایى، دس حالی که . سعذ پزیشی ؽشیؼت به اود هی ، ايؼياف«يماص خىف»ايگیض  ؽگلت
های یهىدی بشای سعمیت یاكتى يماص رماػت يیاصهًذ يقاب ده هشد بالؾ هغتًذ و اقاهه يماص  آییى

گاه  تمام پهًه صهیى سا هغزذ و عزذهبذوو حنىس آياو كاقذ هؾشوػیت کاهل اعت، پیاهبش اعلّم 
هؼشكی كشهىد و اهکاو اقاهه يماص کاهل و هؼتبش سا بشای هش كشد، دس هش گىؽه اص گیتی و بذوو 

 .وابغتگی به هکايی خاؿ یا گشوهی ویژه كشاهن آوسد

 سیر تحىل تربیتی نماز در پرتى ترتیب نسول آیات :سه

ؽبه و به ؽکل يظاهی  هذ که تؾشیغ يماص یکد تحلیل هشهًىتیکی و تاسیخی آیات، يؾاو هی
خؾک بش راهؼه راهلی تحمیل يؾذ، بلکه ىی بیغت و عه عال سعالت دس چهاس هشحله تشبیتی 

 :ػمیق عاهاو یاكت

های آؿاصیى سعالت، يماص به ػًىاو  دس عىسه: هشحله يخغت؛ بیذاسی سوحی و تضکیه دس آؿاص هکه
داسی و  صيذه ؽب. تقاهت دس بشابش ىـیاو راهلی هؼشكی ؽذپًاهگاهی هؼًىی، ابضاس تضکیه يلظ و اع

 .يیایؼ ؽبايه بشای پایذاس هايذو پیاهبش و هىهًاو يخغتیى دس پزیشػ باس عًگیى وحی تؾشیغ گؾت
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با ؽذت گشكتى آصاسها، قشآو با : هشحله دوم؛ پیىيذ با عًت پیاهبشاو پیؾیى دس اواعو دوسه هکه
ل، هىعی و ػیغی، يماص سا هیشاث هؾتشک کاسواو تىحیذ خىايذ و باصخىايی هًاعک ابشاهین، اعماػی

 .يؾاو داد که ایى ػبادت اهتذاد تاسیخی ػهذ راوداو الهی اعت

همضهاو با واقؼه : هشحله عىم؛ تؼییى اوقات هؼیى و يقؼ باصداسيذگی اخلّقی دس اواخش هکه
ها و  باصداؽتى راو آدهی اص صؽتیگايه يماص تخبیت گشدیذ و سعالت اخلّقی آو دس  هؼشاد، اوقات پًذ

 .هًکشات به ػًىاو عپشی تشبیتی تبییى ؽذ

پظ اص هزشت، يماص با پیىيذ : بخؾی ارتماػی، همبغتگی و دكاع دس هذیًه هشحله چهاسم؛ يظام
تؾشیغ يماص رمؼه بشای تحکین . هغتمش با صکات، به عتىو قايىو اعاعی راهؼه اعلّهی تبذیل ؽذ

 .بشای حلظ پایذاسی دكاػی و قىاػذ ىهاست، هىیت اهت واحذ سا تکمیل يمىد وحذت هذيی، يماص خىف

 جریان قرآنیىن گرایی معاصر: نقد علمی ادعاهای چهار: واسازی تقلیل

هایی تحت ػًىاو قشآيیىو با ايکاس عًت يبىی و هتىو سوایی، دسفذد  دس دوساو هؼافش، رشیاو
ایى سویکشد به دلیل كقذاو رکش رضئیات ؽماس . خشاد کًًذبشآهذيذ تا يماص سا فشكاً اص يقىؿ قشآيی اعت

های هتؼاسك و هتًاقل تقغین کشد؛  سکؼات و ارکاس تلقیلی دس هتى قشآو، ایى رشیاو سا به ؽاخه
گشوهی ؽماس يماصها سا به دو یا عه وقت تقلیل داديذ، گشوهی تمام يماصها سا دو سکؼتی پًذاؽتًذ و 

 .تاس بذيی سا هًکش ؽذيذبشخی دیگش اعاعاً هشگىيه عاخ

کًذ که اولًا، خىد قشآو کشین دس آیات  های تلغیشی و افىلی احبات هی ایى پژوهؼ با اعتذلال
های پیاهبش سا واربی قيؼی ؽمشده و ػمل آو حنشت سا هشرغ يهایی تلغیش  هتؼذد تبؼیت اص تبییى

ؽذه  ىبت، بشآهذه اص يگاهی تقيیغحايیاً، ادػای کاهؼ اوقات به دو یا عه ي. آیات کلی قشاس داده اعت
و ياقـ به آیات اعت؛ حال آيکه قشآو به سوؽًی گغتشه صهايی صوال خىسؽیذ تا تاسیکی ؽب و كزش سا 

عخى گلته که اص دیذگاه ػقلی و صبايی، ورىد يماص هیايه هغتلضم « يماص هیايه»بیاو كشهىده و اص 
تىاتش »ه اقاهه يماص دس ىىل چهاسده قشو بش پایه حالخاً، يحى. گايه اعت ای كشد و حذاقل پًذ هزمىػه

ها هغلماو هًتقل ؽذه اعت؛ سد کشدو ایى تىاتش ػیًی و قيؼی، اػتباس  يغل به يغل هیلیىو« ػملی
 .بشد خىد ايتقال تاسیخی قشآو سا يیض که اص ىشیق همیى هزاسی هًتقل گؾته صیش عىال هی
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 های کاربردی گیری و افق نتیجه

سعايذ که يماص اعلّهی بشتشیى ؽاهکاس يیایؼ قذعی دس تاسیخ  هيالؼه به احبات هیدس يهایت، ایى 
ادیاو اعت که تىايغته اعت افالت تىحیذ سا با يهایت هذاسا، تغهیل كقهی و ايتظام اخلّقی پیىيذ 

بخؼ و هأهًی هؼًىی اعت که  گاهی آساهؼ يماص يه تًها باسی بش دوػ ايغاو يیغت، بلکه تکیه. صيذ
بخؾذ و بشادسی ايغايی سا دس بشابش پشوسدگاس  های هذسو، سواو آدهی سا پالایؼ هی ش آؽلتگیدس ػق

 .يمایذ یگايه تحکین هی
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(yusr) against the hyper-complex, rigid ritual obligations (qudra 
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reconstructing the pedagogical evolution of prayer through the 
chronological sequence of Quranic revelation (sīr al-nuzūl), this 
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ṣalāt from individual spiritual purification (tazkiya) in the Meccan 
period to community-building, legal governance, and social 
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refutation of Quranist hermeneutics, proving that stripping ṣalāt of 
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modern existential alienation and interfaith misunderstandings.   
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1. Introduction 
Prayer (ṣalāt) occupies an unassailable position as the spiritual axis 

and quint essential pillar of religious devotion within Islamic heritage. 

Across the vast continuum of sacred history, prayer has served as the 

primordial bridge connecting human contingency ('ubūdiyya) with 

Divine Transcendence (rubūbiyya). Within the Islamic 

worldview, ṣalāt is not merely an isolated ritual act or a transient 

expression of piety; rather, it constitutes the primary existential 

framework through which a believer's faith (īmān) is exteriorized, 

sustained, and integrated into daily life (Tajari et al., 2015; Baqerian, 

2018). The Quran explicitly affirms that divine revelation across all 

prophetic epochs has consistently mandated prayer as the central 

obligation of covenantal life, establishing a unbroken lineage of 

worship spanning Abraham, Moses, Jesus, Ishmael, and Muhammad—

peace be upon them all (Sheshgelnejad & Talebtash, 2016). 

However, despite this profound historical and theological 

continuity, contemporary scholarship faces two critical intellectual 

challenges regarding the conceptualization and practice of prayer. On 

one hand, comparative religious discourse often struggles to articulate 

the precise distinctions and continuities between Islamic ṣalāt and the 

devotional systems of pre-Islamic Near Eastern traditions — most 

notably Rabbinic Judaism and Zoroastrianism (Soleimani & Qasemi, 

2014; Naqavi & Bahadori Chegini, 2020). On the other hand, the 

modern era has witnessed the rise of reductionist hermeneutical 

movements, such as the anti-Hadith Quranist (Qur'āniyyūn) trend, 

which attempts to detach ṣalāt from its authentic prophetic 

embodiment (Sunnah), thereby threatening to dismantle the ritual 

consensus (ijmā') and community architecture of Islamic worship 

(Tajari et al., 2015). 

This article provides a rigorous, publication-grade hermeneutical 

investigation into the architecture of prayer within Islamic heritage, 

contrasting its structural, juridical, and pedagogical features against 

pre-Islamic Near Eastern traditions and contemporary reductionist 

critiques. Drawing strictly upon a synthesis of extensive primary 

literature and contemporary scholarly archives, this research explores 

four interrelated dimensions: 
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1. Philological and Archetypal Foundations: Tracing the linguistic 

and conceptual evolution of ṣalāt from ancient Near Eastern roots 

(namak, ślōtā, tefillah) to its Quranic crystallization. 

2. Comparative Liturgical Typologies: Evaluating the structural 

differences between Islamic ṣalāt, Rabbinic Jewish tefillah, and 

Zoroastrian Gāh prayers, specifically highlighting the Islamic 

philosophy of legal ease (yusr) versus Rabbinic ritual hardship ('usr). 

3. The Pedagogy of Revelation (Sīr al-Nuzūl): Analyzing the four-

stage chronological institutionalization of prayer in Quranic history, 

from Meccan spiritual awakening (tazkiya) to Medinan community 

governance and battlefield defense (Ṣalāt al-Khawf). 

4. Deconstruction of Anti-Hadith Reductionism: Formulating an 

exhaustive scholarly refutation of Quranist attempts to alter prayer 

times, rak'ah counts, and ablution rules. 

By continuously addressing why this research matters, this article 

establishes that Islamic ṣalāt represents an optimal balance between 

strict monotheistic purity (tawḥīd), legal accessibility (qudra 'urfiyya), 

and collective social solidarity — offering a vital intellectual model 

for contemporary interfaith understanding and spiritual renewal. 

2. Literature Review and Historical-Philological Foundations 

To establish a rigorous analytical background, it is essential to 

examine the philological roots and historical trajectory of devotional 

terminology across Near Eastern languages. Philological evidence 

demonstrates that the Persian term namāz derives from the Old Iranian 

and Pahlavi root namak or nem (signifying prostration, reverence, and 

bowing), which shares cognates with Sanskrit namas (Sheshgelnejad 

& Talebtash, 2016; Baqerian, 2018). In early Iranian 

traditions, namāz denoted physical submission and homage rendered 

before the Divine Creator, Ahura Mazda. Following the advent of 

Islam in Persia, early Muslim translators adopted namāz as the 

dynamic equivalent for the Arabic term ṣalāt, recognizing their shared 

emphasis on physical prostration (sujūd) and devotional submission 

(Sheshgelnejad & Talebtash, 2016). 

In Arabic lexicography, as documented by classical linguists such 

as Ibn Manẓūr in Lisān al-'Arab and al-Rāghib al-Iṣfahānī in Mu'jam 
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Mufradāt Alfāẓ al-Qur'ān, the root ṣ-l-w originally denoted 

supplication (du'ā'), blessing (tabrīk), glorification (tamjīd), and the 

act of bending the lower back (Naqavi & Bahadori Chegini, 2020; 

Baqerian, 2018). Semitic philology reveals that Arabic ṣalāt is 

historically cognate with Aramaic and Syriac ślōtā (referring to 

liturgical prayer or house of worship) and Hebrew tefillah (derived 

from palal, signifying judgment, self-evaluation, and intercession) 

(Soleimani & Qasemi, 2014; Baqerian, 2018). However, when the 

Quran elevated ṣalāt into a canonical Islamic obligation, it 

transformed this Semitic heritage by imbuing the term with a 

comprehensive juridical and spiritual architecture comprising specific 

postures (qiyām, rukū', sujūd), precise temporal windows, and 

spiritual prerequisites (Tajari et al., 2015). 

Scholarly literature on comparative liturgy reveals important 

historical parallels and divergences. As Soleimani and Qasemi (2014) 

demonstrate, ancient Jewish worship originally centered upon animal 

sacrifices (korbanot) conducted at the Solomon Temple in Jerusalem. 

Following the catastrophic destruction of the Second Temple by the 

Romans in 70 CE, the Rabbinic Sanhedrin—under the leadership of 

sages in Yavneh — reconstructed Jewish devotion by substituting 

sacrificial rites with verbal prayer (Tefillat 

Lahash or Amidah / Shemoneh Esreh). This Rabbinic liturgy was 

codified into eighteen (and later nineteen) benedictions recited thrice 

daily (Shacharit, Minchah, Arvit/Maariv), mirroring the daily temple 

sacrifice times (Soleimani & Qasemi, 2014; Naqavi & Bahadori 

Chegini, 2020). 

Similarly, Sheshgelnejad and Talebtash (2016) explore Zoroastrian 

prayer culture, noting that the Avesta mandates five daily prayer 

periods (Gāh): Hawan (sunrise to noon), Rapithwin (noon to mid-

afternoon), Uziran (afternoon to sunset), Aiwisruthrim (sunset to 

midnight), and Ushahin (midnight to dawn). While both 

Zoroastrianism and Islam mandate five daily devotional times, critical 

structural divergences exist: Zoroastrian worship requires orienting 

toward physical luminous bodies (the Sun, Moon, or sacred Fire) and 

suffers seasonal omissions (such as omitting Rapithwin during seven 

winter months), whereas Islamic ṣalāt remains strictly oriented toward 
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the uncreated Creator via the unified focal point of the Kaaba (al-

Masjid al-Ḥarām), maintaining absolute legal immutability regardless 

of seasonal shifts (Sheshgelnejad & Talebtash, 2016). 

In contemporary scholarship, a significant gap remains regarding 

how Islamic jurisprudence engineered ritual accessibility compared to 

Rabbinic Judaism, and how the chronological sequence of revelation 

(sīr al-nuzūl) systematically embedded prayer into Islamic culture. 

Furthermore, while previous studies have analyzed anti-Hadith 

movements in isolation, a comprehensive synthesis comparing 

Quranist reductionism against the historic authentic heritage of ṣalāt is 

needed to clarify contemporary theological debates (Tajari et al., 2015; 

Roostaee & Koohkan, 2019). 

3. Methodology 

This study adopts a rigorous qualitative, multi-tiered 

methodological framework that integrates comparative 

phenomenology of religion, Semitic and Iranian historical philology, 

chronological Quranic hermeneutics (sīr al-nuzūl), and jurisprudential 

critique (uṣūlī-kalāmī). The research employs qualitative document 

analysis and thematic synthesis to evaluate the ontological, liturgical, 

and juridical evolution of prayer (ṣalāt/tefillah/namāz) across Islamic, 

Rabbinic Jewish, and Zoroastrian traditions. The investigative design 

unfolds across four integrated analytical procedures. First, a 

systematic textual mapping of the research corpus was executed to 

extract thematic clusters, liturgical mechanics, theological arguments, 

and historical developments documented in the literature, establishing 

an empirical baseline regarding prayer structures, purity requirements, 

and temporal frameworks. Second, utilizing comparative religious 

phenomenology, the study assesses the structural mechanics and 

directional orientations (Qibla, Mizrah, and luminous objects) of 

Abrahamic and Near Eastern liturgies while applying legal-theoretical 

comparative analysis to contrast the Islamic philosophy of legal ease 

(yusr) — grounded in customary, reasonable capacity (qudra 'urfiyya) 

and the elimination of unmitigated hardship (raf' al-ḥaraj) — against 

the physical stringencies (qudra 'aqliyya) characteristic of Rabbinic 
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Halakha. Third, the investigation applies chronological Quranic 

hermeneutics, utilizing traditional Quranic chronology derived from 

the authoritative transmission of Ibn 'Abbās alongside contextual 

revelation accounts (asbāb al-nuzūl), to reconstruct the four-stage 

pedagogical institutionalization of ṣalāt across the Meccan and 

Medinan epochs. This developmental trajectory traces the 

transformation of prayer from individual spiritual purification 

(tazkiya) and prophetic exemplars in Mecca to congregational 

governance, civic solidarity (al-Jumu'ah), and dynamic battlefield 

adaptations (Ṣalāt al-Khawf) in Medina. Fourth, drawing upon 

classical legal reasoning (uṣūl al-fiqh) and textual criticism, the 

methodology formulates a systematic hermeneutical refutation of anti-

Hadith reductionist movements (Qur'āniyyūn). By interrogating the 

internal logical inconsistencies, atomistic textual readings, and 

historical implausibility of anti-Hadith sub-factions — such as those 

proposing reduced prayer times, arbitrary two-rak'ah limits, or 

complete rejection of fixed postures — the analytical framework 

evaluates these claims against the continuous, unbroken community 

transmission (al-tawātur al-'amalī) of Prophetic Sunnah. To preserve 

methodological integrity and research validity, all comparative 

assertions and textual interpretations are cross-verified against 

primary Semitic lexicographical authorities and authoritative Quranic 

exegeses, ensuring that findings remain strictly evidence-based, 

logically coherent, and representative of authentic Islamic scholarly 

heritage. 

4. Main Analytical Discussion  

The main analytical discussion constitutes the core of this 

investigation, synthesizing evidence from the attached primary corpus 

to examine the comparative, juridical, chronological, and 

hermeneutical dimensions of prayer (ṣalāt). It evaluates how Islamic 

liturgical heritage maintains sacred continuity with pre-Islamic Near 

Eastern traditions while introducing fundamental paradigm shifts in 

legal accessibility, directionality, and social governance. 
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4.1. Comparative Liturgical Typology and Sacred Alignment 

A central question in comparative religion concerns how sacred 

traditions structure the human-divine encounter through time, space, 

and physical posture. A systematic examination of Islamic ṣalāt, 

Rabbinic Jewish tefillah, and Zoroastrian Gāh worship reveals a 

shared Near Eastern heritage of devotional rhythm, yet underscores 

profound conceptual divergences in theology and accessibility 

(Soleimani & Qasemi, 2014; Sheshgelnejad & Talebtash, 2016). 

In Rabbinic Judaism, the central prayer is the Amidah (or Shemoneh 

Esreh, "The Eighteen Benedictions"), which must be recited while 

standing erect, facing Jerusalem (Mizrah), with feet joined together in 

symbolic imitation of angels (Soleimani & Qasemi, 2014; Baqerian, 

2018). Rabbinic law dictates three primary daily prayer 

services: Shacharit (morning), Minchah (afternoon), 

and Arvit or Maariv (evening), alongside Musaf (an additional service 

recited on Shabbat and major festivals to commemorate extra temple 

offerings) (Soleimani & Qasemi, 2014). The liturgical focus of 

the Amidah comprises three initial blessings of praise 

(Avot, Gevurot, Kedushah), twelve central petitions (for wisdom, 

repentance, forgiveness, health, ingathering of exiles, and justice), and 

three concluding blessings of thanksgiving (Avodah, Hoda'ah, Shalom) 

(Soleimani & Qasemi, 2014). 

In Zoroastrianism, daily worship is divided into five Gāh periods 

(Hawan, Rapithwin, Uziran, Aiwisruthrim, and Ushahin), each 

overseen by a specific guardian deity (Yazata) (Sheshgelnejad & 

Talebtash, 2016). Before praying, a Zoroastrian must perform ritual 

ablution (pādyāb), untie and re-bind the sacred cord (kustī) over the 

sacred shirt (sedreh), and recite sacred formulas such as Ashem 

Vohu and Ahuna Vairya while facing a light source—primarily the Sun 

during daylight or sacred fire/lamps at night (Sheshgelnejad & 

Talebtash, 2016). 

Islamic ṣalāt synthesizes and transcends these ancient Near Eastern 

typologies. By establishing five daily prayers (Fajr, Dhuhr, 'Aṣr, 

Maghrib, 'Ishā'), Islam maintains a continuous temporal discipline that 

surpasses the Rabbinic three-fold structure while avoiding the 

Zoroastrian seasonal omission of Rapithwin during winter months 
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(Sheshgelnejad & Talebtash, 2016). Crucially, whereas Zoroastrianism 

directs worship toward physical creations of light (the Sun or fire), 

Islamic ṣalāt directs all worship exclusively to the uncreated Creator 

(Allāh), utilizing the Kaaba not as an object of adoration, but as a 

unified, non-localized spatial focal point (Qibla) for human fraternity 

(Sheshgelnejad & Talebtash, 2016; Baqerian, 2018). 

4.2. Juridical Hermeneutics & Legal Philosophy: The Dialectic of Yusr (Ease) 
vs. 'Usr (Hardship) 

A central theoretical and comparative contribution of this 

investigation lies in analyzing the foundational legal philosophy 

governing prayer in Islam relative to Rabbinic Halakha. As Naqavi 

and Bahadori Chegini (2020) compellingly establish, the fundamental 

divergence between Islamic and Rabbinic prayer jurisprudence rests 

upon their contrasting ontological definitions of legal capacity (al-

qudra) and ritual obligation (al-taklīf). Islamic jurisprudence (fiqh) 

operates systematically upon the paradigm of customary, reasonable 

capacity (qudra 'urfiyya), whereas classical Rabbinic Halakha 

historically institutionalized a framework of ritual stringency ('usr) 

anchored in physical or logical possibility (qudra 'aqliyya). In Islamic 

legal theory, the overarching axiom governing all devotional worship 

('ibādāt) is the principle of legal ease (yusr) and the absolute structural 

elimination of unmitigated hardship (raf' al-ḥaraj or nafy al-ḥaraj). 

This legal architecture is anchored directly in foundational Quranic 

declarations, including "Allāh desires ease for you and does not desire 

hardship for you" (Qur'ān 2:185), "He has not placed upon you in 

religion any hardship" (Qur'ān 22:78), and "Allāh does not intend to 

make difficulty for you, but He intends to purify you" (Qur'ān 5:6) 

(Naqavi & Bahadori Chegini, 2020). Far from functioning as mere 

ethical exhortations, these Quranic directives operate within Islamic 

legal logic (uṣūl al-fiqh) as binding meta-legal axioms (al-qawā'id al-

fiqhiyya)—most notably embodied in the canonical maxims "hardship 

brings about ease" (al-mashaqqatu tajlibu al-taysīr) and "harm shall 

neither be inflicted nor reciprocated" (lā ḍarar wa-lā ḍirār). 

Consequently, Islamic law establishes that human legal capacity must 

be evaluated according to customary human thresholds ('urf) rather 

than abstract physical endurance. Whenever the performance of a 
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normative legal obligation ('azīmah) induces substantial distress, 

physical harm, or severe environmental hardship (ḥaraj), the legal 

ruling automatically shifts to a simplified secondary dispensation 

(rukhṣah), ensuring that sacred communion with the Divine remains 

uninterrupted across all human conditions. 

This fundamental contrast in legal philosophy is vividly illustrated 

through the comparative mechanics of ritual purity preceding prayer. 

In Rabbinic Halakha, the preliminary purification required for 

tefillah—specifically ritual hand washing (Netilat Yadayim) and full 

bodily immersion (Mikveh)—is governed by meticulous, unyielding 

physical criteria (Soleimani & Qasemi, 2014; Naqavi & Bahadori 

Chegini, 2020). Rabbinic law dictates that water for Netilat Yadayim 

must be poured from a pristine, undamaged vessel through direct 

human force, covering the entire hand up to the wrist joint without 

interruption, utilizing clean water that has fulfilled no prior utilitarian 

purpose (Naqavi & Bahadori Chegini, 2020). Should valid water be 

absent at the immediate location of prayer, Halakhic jurisprudence 

mandates that a worshiper must travel up to four miles (mil) ahead or 

one mile behind in active search of water prior to initiating prayer, or 

execute rigorous physical accommodations if transporting water 

vessels across sabbath boundaries (Naqavi & Bahadori Chegini, 

2020). In contrast, Islamic jurisprudence operationalizes qudra 

'urfiyya by establishing dry earth purification (tayammum) as an 

immediate, fully valid functional substitute for water ablution (wudū' 

or ghusl) whenever water is physically unavailable, economically 

prohibitive, dangerously cold, or medically hazardous (Qur'ān 5:6; 

Naqavi & Bahadori Chegini, 2020). By recognizing clean soil or 

natural earth (ṣa'īd ṭayyib) as a legitimate agent of spiritual 

purification, Islamic law prevents environmental scarcity or physical 

vulnerability from impeding the obligation of ṣalāt, preserving both 

physical health and spiritual discipline. 

The dialectic between qudra 'urfiyya and qudra 'aqliyya extends 

equally to physical postures during prayer. In Rabbinic Judaism, the 

recitation of the primary daily prayer—the Amidah or Shemoneh 

Esreh—requires rigid physical standing facing Jerusalem (Mizrah), 

with feet aligned together in symbolic imitation of angelic stillness 
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(Soleimani & Qasemi, 2014; Baqerian, 2018). While Rabbinic 

authorities acknowledge concessions for extreme illness, the structural 

framework remains firmly weighted toward physical compliance. 

Islamic jurisprudence, conversely, implements a dynamic, stepwise 

hierarchy of postural adaptation designed to accommodate every 

spectrum of human frailty. Anchored in the explicit Prophetic 

injunction recorded in canonical Hadith archives—"Pray standing; if 

you are unable, then sitting; if you are unable, then reclining on your 

side" (Sahih al-Bukhari)—Islamic fiqh establishes that if a worshiper 

is rendered incapable of standing (qiyām) due to pain, paralysis, or 

advanced age, the requirement of standing is immediately waived 

without diminishing the spiritual reward or legal validity of the prayer 

(Naqavi & Bahadori Chegini, 2020). If sitting (qu'ūd) also proves 

impossible, the worshiper may execute the prayer reclining 

(muḍṭaji'an) or through subtle eye and head gestures (īmā'), thereby 

ensuring that physical disability never severs an individual's direct 

connection to the Creator. 

Furthermore, Islamic jurisprudence exhibits unprecedented 

situational adaptability during travel and existential crisis, such as 

active warfare or natural peril. During travel (safar), Islamic law 

mandates or permits the shortening (qaṣr) of four-rak'ah prayers 

(Dhuhr, 'Aṣr, and 'Ishā') to two rak'ahs, alongside the legal option to 

combine (jam') afternoon and evening prayers, directly alleviating the 

physical strain of movement (Roostaee & Koohkan, 2019). Under 

conditions of extreme security threats or military conflict, Islamic law 

institutes Ṣalāt al-Khawf (the Prayer of Peril), explicitly codified in 

Surah al-Nisā' (4:101-102). Ṣalāt al-Khawf restructures the 

congregational formation into alternating tactical squads, allowing one 

group to pray while armed and vigilant while another guards against 

ambush, and permitting prayer while riding, walking, or facing any 

direction if under direct attack. In contrast, Rabbinic Halakha 

surrounding wartime or acute danger historically struggled to 

construct dynamic combat adaptations, often relying on postponed 

recitations or brief emergency blessings due to the rigid structural 

requirements of public liturgy (Soleimani & Qasemi, 2014; Naqavi & 

Bahadori Chegini, 2020). 
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Crucially, this comparative legal analysis highlights the 

democratization of worship within Islamic heritage compared to 

Rabbinic quorum constraints. Under Rabbinic Halakha, full public 

prayer services—including the formal reading of the Torah scroll, the 

recitation of the Kaddish, and the repetition of the Amidah—are 

strictly invalid without the presence of a Minyan, defined as a formal 

quorum of at least ten adult Jewish males (Soleimani & Qasemi, 2014; 

Naqavi & Bahadori Chegini, 2020). Because women, minors, and 

non-members are excluded from counting toward this minimum 

threshold, isolated individuals or small rural households are legally 

precluded from participating in complete public worship, establishing 

a structural dependence upon communal density and male quorum 

availability (Soleimani & Qasemi, 2014; Naqavi & Bahadori Chegini, 

2020). In Islamic jurisprudence, while congregational prayer (jamā'ah) 

in mosques is highly encouraged for fostering social solidarity and 

civic fraternity, individual prayer performed in solitude anywhere on 

Earth remains fully valid and spiritually complete (Naqavi & Bahadori 

Chegini, 2020). This universal accessibility is epitomized in the 

famous Prophetic tradition: "The entire earth has been made for me a 

mosque and a means of purification; wherever a person of my nation 

meets the time of prayer, let them pray" (Sahih al-Bukhari; Naqavi & 

Bahadori Chegini, 2020). By liberating sacred space from sacerdotal 

institutions, physical temples, and demographic quorums, Islamic law 

democratizes prayer for every human being regardless of gender, 

social class, or geographical isolation. 

In conclusion, the jurisprudential dialectic between yusr and 'usr 

demonstrates that Islamic heritage engineered ṣalāt not as a 

burdensome ritual tax ('usr), but as a resilient, self-sustaining spiritual 

sanctuary tailored to the natural limitations of human contingency 

(qudra 'urfiyya). By balancing unyielding monotheistic discipline with 

compassionate legal flexibility, Islamic law ensures that daily prayer 

serves as an accessible source of psychological grounding, existential 

peace, and divine connection throughout every stage of human life. 
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4.3. Pedagogical Evolution through Sīr al-Nuzūl (Chronological Sequence of Revelation) 

To fully appreciate how prayer became the bedrock of Islamic 
civilization, one must examine the chronological sequence of Quranic 
revelation (sīr al-nuzūl). As Roostaee and Koohkan (2019) 
demonstrate in their landmark study, the Quran did not drop a rigid, 
fully formed legal textbook upon a pagan Arabian society. Instead, the 
Quran employed a sophisticated four-stage pedagogical progression 
over twenty-three years, systematically transforming pagan tribal 
mindsets into a disciplined monotheistic community. 

Stage 1: Spiritual Awakening and Tazkiya (Early Meccan Period) 

In the initial dawn of revelation (Surahs al-'Alaq 96, al-Muzzammil 
73, al-Muddaththir 74), the Quran introduced prayer not as a public 
legal sanction, but as an intimate spiritual discipline focused on soul-
purification (tazkiya) and night vigil (Tahajjud) (Roostaee & Koohkan, 
2019). The earliest Quranic reference to prayer appears in Surah al-
'Alaq (96:9-10), which sharply rebukes the pagan oppressor (Abu Jahl) 
who attempted to prevent a humble servant from praying: "Have you 
seen the one who forbids a servant when he prays?" Here, prayer is 
framed as an act of existential resistance against arrogance (ṭughyān) 
(Roostaee & Koohkan, 2019). Shortly thereafter, Surah al-Muzzammil 
(73:1-8) commanded the Prophet and his early followers to stand in 
night prayer (qiyām al-layl) to build spiritual fortitude for the heavy 
Word (qawl thaqīl) about to be revealed. 
Stage 2: Historical Continuity and Prophetic Exemplars (Middle/Late Meccan Period) 

As the early Muslim community faced persecution, the Quran 

broadened the narrative horizon by connecting ṣalāt to the heroic heritage 

of past Abrahamic prophets (Surahs Maryam 19, ṬāHā 20, al-Anbiya' 21, 

Ibrāhīm 14) (Roostaee & Koohkan, 2019). The Quran highlights Moses 

receiving his divine commission at Mount Sinai: "Indeed, I am Allāh. 

There is no deity except Me, so worship Me and establish prayer for My 

remembrance" (Qur'ān 20:14). It portrays Jesus speaking from the 

cradle: "He has enjoined upon me prayer and zakāt as long as I remain 

alive" (Qur'ān 19:31), and records Abraham's heartfelt supplication: "My 

Lord, make me an establisher of prayer, and from my 

descendants" (Qur'ān 14:40). By establishing these exemplars, the Quran 

taught early Muslims that their daily prayer was a re-enactment of the 

universal prophetic covenant (Roostaee & Koohkan, 2019). 
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Stage 3: Formal Temporal Legislation and Moral Shielding (Late Meccan Period) 

During the transition prior to the Hijrah (Surahs al-Isrā' 17, Hūd 11, 

al-'Ankabūt 29), following the miraculous Night Journey (al-Isrā' wa-

l-Mi'rāj), the five canonical prayer times were formally crystallized 

(Roostaee & Koohkan, 2019; Tajari et al., 2015). Surah al-Isrā' (17:78) 

declared: "Establish prayer at the decline of the sun [from its 

meridian] until the darkness of the night and [also recite] the Quran 

at dawn." Furthermore, Surah al-'Ankabūt (29:45) articulated the 

profound moral purpose of ṣalāt: "Indeed, prayer prohibits immorality 

(faḥshā') and wrongdoing (munkar)." At this stage, ṣalāt was 

established as an active moral shield safeguarding individual character 

within a corrupt society (Roostaee & Koohkan, 2019). 

Stage 4: Community Governance, Social Solidarity, and Defense (Medinan Period) 

Following the Hijrah to Medina, the Quran transformed ṣalāt into 

the constitutional framework of the nascent Islamic state (Surahs al-

Baqarah 2, al-Nisā' 4, al-Ḥajj 22, al-Jumu'ah 62) (Roostaee & 

Koohkan, 2019). Prayer was systematically paired with institutional 

charity (Zakāt) in over twenty-six verses, establishing a seamless link 

between vertical devotion to God and horizontal responsibility toward 

society. Medinan legislation introduced: 
- Friday Congregational Prayer: Surah al-Jumu'ah (62:9) mandated 

commercial cessation during Friday communal worship to foster civic unity. 

- Battlefield Adaptation (Ṣalāt al-Khawf): Surah al-Nisā' (4:101-

102) established dynamic squad rotations during combat, ensuring that 

even under fire, soldiers maintained sacred communion without 

sacrificing security. 

- Purification Adaptations: Surah al-Mā'idah (5:6) detailed 

complete wudū' and tayammum laws. 

Through this chronological Sīr al-Nuzūl pedagogy, the Quran 

successfully embedded ṣalāt into the psychological, moral, and 

political fabric of the Muslim community. 

4.4. Deconstructing Contemporary Reductionism: A Critical Refutation of the 
Quranist (Qur'āniyyūn) Anti-Hadith Hermeneutic 

In modern academic and theological discourse, one of the most 

pressing contemporary challenges to Islamic heritage is the emergence 

of anti-Hadith reductionist groups, broadly categorized as the Quranist 
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(Qur'āniyyūn) movement (Tajari et al., 2015). Originating in late 19th 

and 20th-century South Asia and Egypt through figures such as 

Abdullah Chakralawi, Ahmaduddin Amritsari, Ghulam Ahmed 

Perwez, and Rashad Khalifa, this movement asserts that the Quran is 

the sole authoritative source of Islamic law and rejects the authentic 

Prophetic Sunnah and Hadith corpus as redundant or fabricated (Tajari 

et al., 2015). 

When applying this anti-Hadith hermeneutic to ṣalāt, Quranist 

thinkers encounter an insurmountable methodological crisis: while the 

Quran commands the establishment of prayer (aqīmū al-ṣalāh) in over 

one hundred verses, the textual text of the Quran does not explicitly 

detail the exact number of daily rak'ahs (e.g., 2 for Fajr, 4 for Dhuhr, 3 

for Maghrib), the precise physical sequence of posture recitations, or 

the specific wording of Tashahhud (Tajari et al., 2015). To resolve this 

glaring contradiction, Quranist scholars splintered into mutually 

contradictory sub-factions, which Tajari et al. (2015) analyze across 

four distinct categories: 

1. The Chakralawi Group (Extreme Textual Reductionism): Led by 

Abdullah Chakralawi, this faction claims that only five daily prayers 

are mentioned in the Quran, but asserts that each prayer consists of 

only two rak'ahs, executed without any extra-Quranic recitations or 

traditional Tashahhud (Tajari et al., 2015). 

2. The Ahmaduddin Group (Three-Prayer Hypothesis): Founded by 

Ahmaduddin Amritsari, this group asserts that the Quran mentions 

only three daily prayers (Fajr, Maghrib, 'Ishā'), claiming that Dhuhr 

and 'Aṣr were un-Quranic additions (Tajari et al., 2015). 

3. The Rafiuddin / Perwez Group (Two-Prayer Hypothesis): 

Figures such as Rafiuddin and Ghulam Ahmed Perwez argued that 

obligatory prayer is limited to two daily times (Dawn and Dusk) based 

on a narrow, literalistic misreading of Surah Hūd (11:114) ("  طرفي النهار
ً من اللیل  Perwez went so far as to reduce ṣalāt to a symbolic .(" وزلفا

metaphor for state obedience or civic assembly (Tajari et al., 2015). 

4. The Mujammlin / Subjectivist Faction: This group asserts 

that ṣalāt has no fixed physical form or rak'ah count whatsoever, 

leaving the posture, length, and timing entirely to individual 

subjective preference (Tajari et al., 2015). 
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Scholarly and Hermeneutical Refutation: 
As Tajari et al. (2015) rigorously demonstrate through classical 

Quranic exegesis (Tafsīr al-Mīzān, Tafsīr al-Tabarī) and legal theory 
(Uṣūl al-Fiqh), the Quranist reductionist methodology suffers from 
fatal internal contradictions and textual misinterpretations: 

First, the Quran itself explicitly establishes the Prophetic Sunnah as 
the authoritative, divine-sanctioned interpreter of Quranic text: "And 
We revealed to you the message [O Muhammad] that you may make 
clear to the people what was revealed to them" (Qur'ān 16:44) 
and "Whatever the Messenger gives you, take it; and whatever he 
forbids you, abstain from" (Qur'ān 59:7) (Tajari et al., 2015). By 
rejecting the Prophet's practical demonstration ("Pray as you have 
seen me praying", Sahih al-Bukhari), Quranists violate the very 
Quranic verses they claim to defend. 

Second, the Quranist attempt to reduce prayer times to two or three 
relies upon atomistic, fragmented readings of isolated verses while 
ignoring comprehensive Quranic temporal markers. Surah al-Isrā' 
(17:78) establishes the continuum of prayer from the sun's meridian 
(lidulūk al-shams)—encompassing Dhuhr and 'Aṣr—to the darkness 
of night (ghasaq al-layl)—encompassing Maghrib and 'Ishā'—
alongside the dawn recitation (qur'ān al-fajr) (Tajari et al., 2015). 
Furthermore, Surah al-Baqarah (2:238) explicitly 
commands: "Maintain with care the [obligatory] prayers and [in 
particular] the middle prayer (al-ṣalāt al-wusṭā)." Linguistically and 
mathematically, a "middle prayer" (wusṭā) requires an odd-numbered 
set of at least five items; a system of two or four prayers cannot 
possess a singular "middle" element (Tajari et al., 2015). 

Third, the continuous, unbroken mass transmission (al-tawātur al-
'amalī) of the physical modality of ṣalāt across millions of Muslims in 
every generation from the time of the Companions provides historical 
certainty that exceeds even textual Hadith transmissions. Rejecting 
this generation-to-generation living praxis invalidates the historical 
transmission of the Quran itself, which was preserved through the 
exact same historical community channels (Tajari et al., 2015). 

Therefore, the scholarly refutation demonstrates that the Prophetic 
Sunnah is not an external addendum to the Quran, but its intrinsic, 
living embodiment. Stripping ṣalāt of its prophetic form leads 
inevitably to chaotic subjectivity, destroying the ritual unity and 
heritage of the Muslim Ummah. 
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5. Conclusion  

This study has presented an exhaustive hermeneutical, philological, 

and comparative investigation into the architecture of prayer (ṣalāt) 

within Islamic heritage, evaluating its structural features against 

Rabbinic Judaism and Zoroastrianism, and defending its integrity 

against contemporary anti-Hadith reductionist movements. 

The principal analytical conclusions of this research are five-fold: 

1. Philological Continuity and Transcendent Synthesis: 

Islamic ṣalāt represents the historical fulfillment of Semitic and Near 

Eastern devotional terms (namak, ślōtā, tefillah), redirecting ancient 

prostration practices into an uncompromised monotheistic worship 

(tawḥīd) oriented toward a single universal focal point (Qibla). 

2. Juridical Superiority of Ease (Yusr): While Rabbinic Halakha 

historically subjected worship to strict physical stringencies (qudra 

'aqliyya) and communal exclusions (Minyan quorum), Islamic 

jurisprudence engineered ṣalāt around customary capacity (qudra 

'urfiyya). Through mechanisms such as Tayammum, postural flexibility, 

and Ṣalāt al-Khawf, Islamic law ensures that sacred communion 

remains accessible to every individual under all life conditions. 

3. Pedagogical Revelation Architecture: Quranic chronology (sīr 

al-nuzūl) demonstrates a profound four-stage educational strategy—

moving from individual soul-purification (tazkiya) in early Mecca to 

prophetic historical lineage, formal temporal markers, and Medinan 

social governance. 

4. Hermeneutical Invalidation of Anti-Hadith Reductionism: 

Contemporary Quranist attempts to reduce prayer times, eliminate 

rak'ah counts, or alter ablutions are shown to be methodologically 

flawed, textually contradictory, and historically impossible. The living 

prophetic praxis (Sunnah) is proven to be the indispensable 

explanatory companion to the Quranic text. 

Contemporary Spiritual & Social Relevance: In an era marked by 

secular fragmentation, hyper-individualism, and existential anxiety, 

the authentic heritage of ṣalāt provides a structured rhythm of 

mindfulness, psychological grounding, and egalitarian brotherhood 

that transcends national and class boundaries. 
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