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 . یبسونگ

  یا   یخیتار   یبنا  یکفراتر از    یگاهیجا  ی، اماکن اسلام  ینتر عنوان مقدسکعبه به 
مسلمانان در بستر    «ینید  یتوحدت، و هو  ید،نماد »توح  یدارد؛ و به نوع  یینیآ

)ع( نسبت  یم که به حضرت ابراه  یمکان اله  ین. اگرددیاسلام محسوب م  یخ تار 
گشته و در    یها معرفانسان  مهه  یبرا  یتعنوان مرکز هداداده شده، در قرآن به 

کعبه   یت . اهم کندیم  یفاا  یگاه مسلمانان نقش محور ساختار مناسک حج و قبله 
گر  جلوه   یامت اسلام  یاسیو س   یجمع  یتنه تنها در عبادت بلکه در ساخت هو

ده چند  در  امّا  غرب  یبرخ  یر،اخ  ۀاست.  نگاه  یپژوهشگران  و    یخیتار   یهابا 
وجود    یدها  یز،آن و ن  یایاسلام و جغراف  یهخاستگاه اول   ارهدرب  هایییه فرض  ی،انتقاد

کنون )مکه  در جنوب  کعبه  نمودهیدو  مطرح  )پترا(  و شمال حجاز  ا(  در    ین اند. 
ن  «یسم چون »هاجر   ییهاکتاب   یان،م سؤالات    «یاسلام  ین آغاز   یها»قبله   یزو 

  ۀ در کعب  گیچندگان  یهکه فرض  رسدیاند. به نظر مکرده   یجادا   بارهیندر ا  یدیجد
اسلام، در اول    ینخاستگاه نخست   یینتب  یزآن و ن  یایابهام در جغراف  یا  یمیابراه

م خود  ن  باشد؛یراه  اند  یازو  تا  ا  یشمنداناست  مختلف  ابعاد  پژوهشگران،   ینو 
بررس  هایدگاهد مورد  ارز   یرا  هم   یابیو  به  دهند.  قرار  ارا  ینخود    یک   یهمنظور، 

از    یشب  ی. مقاله حاضر با معرفباشدیم  ی ضرور   ،مسائل  ین جامع در ا  یمأخذشناس
  ی اسلام، تلاش دارد که بستر   ینو مرتبط با خاستگاه نخست   یم اثر مستق   یستدو

و نوظهور را فراهم   یزبرانگ حوزه پرسش  ینتر محققان به اورود پررنگ  یبرا  یعلم
 .یرندمورد پژوهش قرار گ تریق و دق یشترآورد؛ تا ابعاد مسائل آن، ب
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 . مقدمه 1
ترین مکهان اسهههلامی، جهایگهاهی فراتر از یهک بنهای تهاریخی یها آیینی دارد. این  کعبهه، بهه عنوان مقهدس 

بنها نمهاد توحیهد، وحهدت و هویهت دینی مسهههلمهانهان در اول تهاریخ اسهههلام اسهههت. در قرآن کریم، کعبهه بهه  
اسِ عنوان   لَ بَیْتٍ وُضِعَ لِلنَّ وَّ

َ
گاه یکپارچه  ها و قبله (، مرکز هدایت برای همه انسان ۹6)آل عمران:    أ

مسهلمانان معرفی شهده اسهت. پیوند کعبه با حضهرت ابراهیم)ع( و فرزندش اسهماعیل)ع( در بازسهازی آن  
بدیلش در عبادت و سهههاخت هویت  (، و نیز نقش محوری آن در مناسهههک حج، بر جایگاه بی 12۷)بقره: 

( نیز  144صهی به سهوی کعبه )بقره:  جمعی و سهیاسهی امت اسهلامی تأکید دارد. تغییر قبله از مسهجدالاق 
 .شود ای از استقلال هویتی اسلام و تمرکز بر مرکز توحید ابراهیمی محسوب می نشانه 

نگارانه انتقادی در مطالعات اسههلامی، به ویژه از با این حال، در چند دهه اخیر، رویکردهای تاریخ
هایی اسهاسهی درباره خاسهتگاه اولیه اسهلام و جغرافیای تاریخی  سهوی برخی پژوهشهگران غربی، پرسهش

ای« قرار دارد که مدعی اسهت برخلا   ها، »فرضهیه دو کعبهاند. در کانون این پرسهشآن مطرح کرده
روایت سههنتی، در رههدر اسههلام دو مرکز عبادی مهم وجود داشههته اسههت: یکی در جنوب حجاز )مکه  

پترا در اردن امروزی(. کتهاب و دیگری در شهههمهال حجهاز )منطقهه  تهأثیرگهذاری مهاننهد  کنونی(  ههای 
بسهون  های آغازین اسهلامی« اثر دن گی( و »قبله1۹۷۷»هاجریسهم« اثر پاتریشهیا کرون و مایکل کو) )

اند.  ای را در محافل علمی برانگیختههای گسههترده(، مبانی این فرضههیه را بنا نهاده و واکنش201۷)
این چکیده تفصیلی، با هد  ارائه یک مأخذشناسی جامع از این حوزه پژوهی نوظهور، بستری مناسب  

 .کندها فراهم میتر این نظریهبرای ورود محققان و نقد و بررسی دقیق

 یق . روش تحق ۲

ترین فهرسهت از آثار تحلیلی« و با هد  گردآوری جامع-این مقاله با روش »مأخذشهناسهی تورهیفی
ها،  ای و خاسههتگاه نخسههتین اسههلام تدوین شههده اسههت. روش گردآوری دادهمرتبط با فرضههیه دو کعبه

ای،  های االاعاتی معتبر فارسهههی و لاتین، منابع کتابخانهمند و گسهههترده در پایگاهجسهههتجوی نظام
های اجتماعی بوده اسهت. معیار گزینش آثار،  های علمی در شهبکههای تخصهصهی و حتی کانالسهایت

ههای جهایگزین دربهاره  هها بها محورههای ارهههلی پژوهش، یعنی نظریههمسهههتقیم یها قوی بودن ارتبها  آن
اثر )شههامل کتاب،    200مکان کعبه و جغرافیای تاریخی رههدر اسههلام بوده اسههت. در نهایت، بیش از  

بندی و بر اسهاس نام خانوادگی  های علمی( شهناسهایی، فهرسهتنامه، مسهتند و یادداشهتقاله، پایانم
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گذاری، مقاله به ارائه  پدیدآورندگان به رهههورت الفبایی سهههازماندهی شهههده اسهههت. افزون بر فهرسهههت
پردازان این حوزه، یعنی کرون، کو) و گیبسهون نیز  ترین نظریهنامه و آرای کلیدیای از زندگیخلارهه

 .پرداخته تا چارچوب نظری لازم برای فهم بهتر منابع فراهم آید

 یق تحق  هاییافته. ۳

بنهدی کرد: الف( معرفی  توان در سههههه محور ارهههلی دسهههتهه ههای این تحقیق را می یهافتهه 
ها، ب( ارائه فهرسههتی گسههترده از منابع، و ش( اشههاره به  پردازان و هسههته مرکزی فرضههیه نظریه 

 .ها نقدهای وارد بر این نظریه 

 ی فکر  یهاو چارچوب  پردازان یه الف( نظر 

( سهنگ بنای  1۹۷۷کتاب »هاجریسهم: پدیدآمدن جهان اسهلام« )  کرون و کوک: یسمم هاجر -
(  1۹40( و کو) )متولد  1۹45-2015جریان انتقادی رادیکال در مطالعات رهدر اسلام است. کرون )

عصهر با رویکردی شهدیدا  شهکاکانه به منابع سهنتی اسهلامی، و با اولویت دادن به منابع غیرمسهلمان هم
کنند که اسههلام اولیه نه یک دین مسههتقل، بلکه جنبشهههی  )یونانی، سههریانی، ارمنی(، اسههتدلال می

قومی تحت عنوان »هاجریسهم« بوده اسهت. به زعم آنان، این جنبش متشهکل از قبایل عرب -سهیاسهی
های یهودی با هد  بازسهههازی هویت اسهههماعیلی و مقابله با امپراتوری بیزانگ شهههکل گرفت.  و گروه

های متمایزکننده  دینی بود و بسهیاری از مؤلفه-ا رهبری قومیپیامبر اسهلام)(( در این خوانش، ابتد
اسههلام )مانند قرآن مکتوب، فقه و حدی ( محصههول قرون دوم و سههوم هجری هسههتند. اگرچه این  

( تعدیل شهد،  1۹8۷نظریه بعدها توسهط خود کرون )ملالا  در کتاب »تجارت مکه و خاسهتگاه اسهلام«،  
 .شودبرانگیزترین آثار در این حوزه شناخته میاما همچنان به عنوان یکی از اثرگذارترین و جنجال

دن گیبسههون، پژوهشههگر و مسههتندسههاز کانادایی، با اتکا به :  یبسممونپترا اثر دن گ یهفرضمم-
ای متمایز اما مرتبط را ارائه داده اسهت. او در آثاری  شهناختی و تحلیل میدانی، نظریههای باسهتانروش 

کنهد کهه  ( ادعها می201۷ههای آغهازین اسهههلامی« )( و بهه ویژه »قبلهه2011مهاننهد »جغرافیهای قرآنی« )
مکان مقدس اولیه در اسههلام، شهههر پترا در شههمال حجاز )اردن کنونی( بوده، نه مکه کنونی. دلایل  

 :عمده او برای این ادعا عبارتند از
تا  1های شههده بین سههالمسههجد سههاخته 100بررسههی بیش از : یهجهت قبله مسماجد اول  یل. تحل1
 .ها به سمت پترا تنظیم شده، نه مکهدهد که جهت قبله آنهجری نشان می  263
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های قرآن از چشهماندازهای کوهسهتانی، بارش باران، تورهیف  :یهجهت قبله مسماجد اول  یل. تحل2
 .ها و درختان انگور با اقلیم پترا سازگارتر است تا با محیط خشک مکهباغ

شهناسهی معتبری از وجود به زعم گیبسهون، شهواهد باسهتان:  یشمناسم . فقدان شمواهد باسمتان۳
 .شهری به نام مکه با پیشینه تجاری قوی تا پیش از قرن دوم هجری در دست نیست

های خلفای عباسههی  گیبسههون تغییر قبله به سههمت مکه را نتیجه سههیاسههت:  یاسمی. تحولات سم ۴
 .داندبرای ایجاد مرکزیت دینی جدید در اواسط قرن دوم هجری می

 ب( فهرست گسترده منابع 

ای ارزشهمند برای پژوهشهگران فراهم کرده اسهت.  اثر، گنجینه  200این پژوهش با معرفی بیش از  
 :این منابع شامل موارد زیر هستند

 .پردازان )مانند آثار کرون، کو)، گیبسون، پپ، اولیگ، لوکزنبرگ(آثار ارلی نظریه-

 .شناسی گیبسون(ها )مانند نقدهای تفصیلی دیوید ای. کینگ بر روش آثار منتقدان این نظریه

 .منابع سنتی و تاریخی اسلامی )مانند »کتاب الارنام« ابن کلبی(-

های فارسهی، عربی و انگلیسهی که به نقد و  های علمی به زبانها و یادداشهتنامهمقالات، پایان-
 .اندها پرداختهبررسی این فرضیه

 .ای )مانند مستند »شهر مقدس« ساخته دن گیبسون(مستندها و منابع رسانه-

شهناسهی  این فهرسهت نه تنها آثار مسهتقیم، بلکه منابع مرتبط با خاسهتگاه اسهلام، تاریخ مکه، باسهتان
 .گیردحجاز و مطالعات قرآنی را نیز در بر می

 هاج( نقدها و واکنش 

هاسههت. برای نمونه،  یافته دیگر این مقاله، اشههاره به فضههای پویای نقد و مناظره حول این فرضههیه
ههای گیبسهههون در تحلیهل جههت قبلهه مسهههاجهد را دان علم، بهه شهههدت روش دیویهد ای. کینهگ، تهاریخ

کند.  داند و ادعای تغییر سیستماتیک قبله در دوره عباسی را رد میهای علمی میغیردقیق و فاقد پایه
به اور کلی، منتقدان، رویکرد شهکاکانه افراای به منابع اسهلامی، تکیه بر شهواهد غیرمسهتقیم و گاه  

 .دانندها میشناسی را از نقا  ضعف ارلی این نظریههای باستانتفسیرهای خا( از داده
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 گیرییجه. نت۴
ای و به اور کلی، بازخوانی انتقادی خاسهههتگاه اسهههلام و جغرافیای تاریخی آن، فرضهههیه دو کعبه

ای  اگرچه از سهههوی جریان ارهههلی مطالعات اسهههلامی و نهادهای دینی رد شهههده، اما به عنوان حوزه
کهادمیهک غرب و حتی در میهان برخی محققهان داخلی مطرح  پرسهههش برانگیز و نوظهور در محهافهل آ

مند و نسهبتا  کامل که  اسهت. این چکیده تفصهیلی و مقاله پشهتیبان آن، با ارائه یک مأخذشهناسهی نظام
دههد کهه این بحه  تنهها محهدود بهه چنهد کتهاب مشههههور  گیرد، نشهههان میاثر را در بر می  200بیش از  

 .ها را تشکیل داده استها، نقدها و واکنشای در حال گسترش از پژوهشنیست، بلکه شبکه

مند فراهم اهمیت این مأخذشهناسهی در آن اسهت که بسهتری علمی و منسهجم برای محققان علاقه
ههای نظری )مهاننهد  ترین چهارچوبآورد تها بهدون سهههردرگمی در انبوه پراکنهده منهابع، بتواننهد بها مهممی

ترین  ترین متون ارههلی و ثانویه، و نیز مهمهاجریسههم کرون و کو) و فرضههیه پترای گیبسههون(، مهم
ها آشههنا شههوند. این کار، امکان ورود به این عررههه پژوهشههی پیچیده را تسهههیل و نقدهای وارد بر آن

 .سازدها فراهم میتر و مستندتر این دیدگاهتر، عمیقزمینه را برای نقد و بررسی دقیق

کادمیک محض، که تلاشهی  در نهایت، باید تأکید کرد که بررسهی این فرضهیه  ها نه تنها یک تمرین آ
شهناسهی و ایدئولو ی  های تاریخ رهدر اسهلام و تعامل میان متن، تاریخ، باسهتان برای فهم بهتر پیچیدگی 
برداری از منابع این حوزه، گامی اولیه اما ضهروری برای واکاوی هرچه بیشهتر ابعاد اسهت. این مقاله با نقشهه 

 . کند ای بیشتر را الب می های تطبیقی و بینارشته دارد و انجام پژوهش این مسئله برمی 
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The Kaaba, as the holiest site in Islam, holds a status beyond 
that of a mere historical or ritual structure; it is considered a 
symbol of "monotheism, unity, and religious identity" for 
Muslims throughout Islamic history. This divine site, 
attributed to the Prophet Abraham (AS), is introduced in the 
Qur'an as the center of guidance for all humanity and plays 
a pivotal role in the rites of Hajj and as the Qibla for 
Muslims. The significance of the Kaaba is manifest not only 
in worship but also in the construction of the collective and 
political identity of the Islamic Ummah. However, in recent 
decades, some Western scholars, through historical and 
critical perspectives, have proposed hypotheses concerning 
the early origins of Islam and its geography, including the 
idea of two Kaabas in the southern (present-day Mecca) and 
northern Hijaz (Petra). In this context, works such as 
Hagarism and Early Islamic Qiblas have raised new 
questions on this matter. It appears that the hypothesis of 
multiplicity regarding the Abrahamic Kaaba, or ambiguity 
concerning its geography, as well as explanations for the 
initial origin of Islam, remain in their early stages. 
Consequently, it is necessary for thinkers and researchers to 
examine and evaluate the various dimensions of these 
viewpoints. To this end, providing a comprehensive 
bibliography on these issues is essential. This article, by 
introducing over two hundred primary and secondary 
sources related to the early origins of Islam, aims to provide 
a scholarly foundation for researchers to engage more 
substantially with this emerging and contentious field, so 
that its various aspects may be investigated more thoroughly 
and precisely.   
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1. Introduction 
The Kaaba is not only one of the holiest sites in Islam but also the 

starting point and the monotheistic axis of the Islamic faith. It is the first 

house established for the worship of God on Earth (Āl ʿImrān, 96) and 

thus holds a status beyond that of a sacred building; the Kaaba is the 

embodiment of unity, faith, and the devotional-social axis of Muslims 

throughout Islamic history. The Qur'an presents the Kaaba not merely 

as a structure belonging to a specific people, but as a center of guidance 

for all humanity. 
The Kaaba's history predates the Islamic Shari'ah, tracing back to the 

era of the Prophet Abraham (AS). In the Qur'an, the reconstruction and 
purification of the House of God by Abraham and his son Ishmael is 
recounted as a foundational event; when the two "raised the foundations 
of the House" and asked God to accept their work (al-Baqarah, 127). 
Thus, from a monotheistic perspective, the Kaaba is not merely a 
geographical location but a point where purity of intention, sincere 
devotion, and submission to the divine command are manifested. 
Abraham's role in establishing religious rites surrounding the Kaaba, 
including circumambulation (ṭawāf) and sacrifice, is also emphasized 
in the Qur'an (al-Ḥajj, 26-27). 

The Kaaba holds special importance as the Qibla (direction of 
prayer) for Muslims. After the migration (Hijrah) of the Prophet 
Muhammad (PBUH) to Medina, the Qibla of the Muslims was changed 
by divine command from Jerusalem to the Kaaba, a clear sign of the 
independent identity of the Islamic Ummah and its focus on the 
Abrahamic center of monotheism (al-Baqarah, 144). This change in 
direction was not merely a ritual instruction but a strategic statement of 
a return to the pure roots of monotheism and the continuation of the 
connection between Islam and the Abrahamic faith. 

Furthermore, the Kaaba is a place where security is guaranteed; God 
refers to it as a "Secure Sanctuary" (al-Mā'idah, 97). The importance of 
this characteristic is doubly evident in the world of yesterday and today, 
where religious and social security is compromised in many regions. In 
this regard, the Qur'an emphasizes that people are obliged to respect the 
sanctity of this place and to preserve it from any act of violence or 
desecration (al-Baqarah, 191). 
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In addition to its devotional role, the Kaaba is also the axis of social 

unity for Muslims. During the Hajj pilgrimage, one of the pillars of 

Islam, millions of Muslims from around the world, with diverse 

languages, colors, and ethnicities gather at the Kaaba. This massive 

gathering, which the Qur'an describes as providing "benefits for the 

people" (al-Ḥajj, 28), is a practical manifestation of community-

building and the unity of the Islamic Ummah. Thus, the Kaaba is, on 

one hand, a place of worship and submission to God, and on the other, 

an arena for harmonizing hearts and unifying the Islamic Ummah. 

Ultimately, it can be said that the Kaaba is a symbol of the divine 

covenant; a house that God has established as "a support for mankind" 

(al-Mā'idah, 97), meaning a source of stability and steadfastness for 

people. This expression, which also carries socio-political connotations, 

indicates that the Muslim's connection with the Kaaba is not merely an 

emotional or ritual relationship; rather, at its core, it entails a form of 

social, historical, and ethical responsibility. 

Therefore, the Qur'an not only considers the Kaaba a sacred and 

symbolic edifice but, by emphasizing its "history, philosophy, rites, and 

spirituality," elevates it to a transcendent, timeless status—the beating 

heart of the believers and the eternal symbol of monotheism. 

2. Statement of the Problem 

Upon reflection on the empirical history of humankind and even the 

historical developments of religions and denominations, it becomes 

clear that certain matters and subjects, seemingly "self-evident" and 

considered historical certainties, may, through scholarly inquiry, 

become subjects of renewed contemplation and re-evaluation, thereby 

losing some of their apparent obviousness. In this process, some 

individuals, in order to resolve difficulties and provide adequate 

answers to these questions, propose new approaches to explain those 

very issues, and some go even further by presenting diverse, opposing, 

or even radical hypotheses to challenge those established common 

beliefs and conventions. 

For instance, in recent decades, some Western scholars (such as 

Montgomery Watt, Michael Cook, Patricia Crone, Gerald Hawting, 
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Christoph Luxenberg (pseudonym), Fred M. Donner, Dan Gibson, and 

Volker Popp), through their studies and research on the history of Islam 

and its cultural and political roots, have introduced ambiguities 

regarding the origin of Islam or its initial geography. Certainly, the 

works of some of these scholars have gained more fame and attention, 

such as Cook and Crone's book Hagarism (1977) and Gibson's 

book Early Islamic Qiblas (2017), which have provoked widespread 

reactions in academic and media circles. 

It appears that the hypothesis of a multiplicity of Abrahamic Kaabas, 

or ambiguity concerning its geography, as well as explanations for the 

initial origin of Islam, are still in their early stages. Consequently, it is 

necessary for thinkers and researchers to examine and evaluate the 

various dimensions of these viewpoints. To this end, providing a 

bibliography concerning the Two Kaaba Hypothesis (the southern Hijaz 

Kaaba in present-day Mecca and the northern Hijaz Kaaba in the Petra 

region) and the early origin of Islam is essential. This will enable those 

interested in pursuing these topics to enter the field of study, critique, 

and discussion of related issues more effectively and precisely. 

Accordingly, through extensive searches in Persian and Western 

sources, specialized works in this field and indirect but relevant sources 

have been identified. These are presented to the readers, accompanied 

by brief introductory summaries of the prominent proposed hypotheses 

and biographies of their theorists, with the aim of providing a research 

infrastructure for entering this field. 

3. Hagarism of Crone and Cook 

Patricia Crone and Michael Cook, aside from their joint work 

titled Hagarism: The Making of the Islamic World (1977), have 

numerous other works in the field of early Islamic origins. 

For example, Patricia Crone authored: 1- Meccan Trade and the Rise 

of Islam (1987). 2- Review of The Origins of Islam (1990). 3- Early 

Islam: History, Sources, and Traditions (1994). 4- A Critique of Early 

Islamic Sources (1998). 5- Islam, History, and Civilization (2003). 

And Michael Cook authored: 1- Review of Early Muslim 

Dogma (1980). 2- Muhammad (1983). 3- An Historical Analysis of the 
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Origins of Islam (1985). 4- A Semantic Hadith on the Qibla in al-

Kulayni's al-Kāfī (2015). 

A brief account of their hypothesis is as follows: 

3.1. Brief Biographies of Crone and Cook 

Patricia Crone, one of the most prominent figures of the second 

generation of critical Orientalists, was born in Denmark in 1945. She 

began her university studies at the School of Oriental and African 

Studies (SOAS) and subsequently received her PhD from the 

University of Oxford. 

She taught at the University of Cambridge and the School of Oriental 

Studies in London during the 1970s and 1980s, before joining the 

Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton in 1997, where she remained 

as a faculty member until her death in 2015 (see: Cook, 2015: 1). 

Crone played a significant role in shaping the critical trend in 

Western Islamic studies through her stringent approach to traditional 

Islamic sources. She believed that later Islamic sources could not be 

used uncritically in analyzing developments of the seventh century CE. 

This position, based on the utilization of non-Muslim sources and 

comparative analysis, had a profound impact on methodological 

debates in Islamic studies (see: Hoyland, 2015: 103). 

Patricia Crone's scholarly character was known for a combination of 

"frankness, linguistic precision, mastery of classical sources, and a 

critical historical perspective." Her colleagues, including Professor 

Michael Cook, described her as a fearless yet truth-seeking researcher 

(see: Cook, 2015: 3). 

She passed away in 2015 after a period of illness, but her scholarly 

legacy continues to inspire profound dialogue among contemporary 

scholars of Islam. 

Michael Cook, one of the most influential contemporary scholars of 

Islam, was born in England in 1940. He began his university studies in 

history at the University of Cambridge and later received his PhD in 

Islamic history from the University of London. Cook joined the faculty 

of Princeton University in 1986 where he taught for many years in the 

History Department (see: Qāḍī, 2017: 556). 
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Cook's scholarly fame stems primarily from his research on the 

origins of Islam, the history of the Caliphate, and the development of 

Islamic thought, especially in the early periods. His research 

collaboration with Patricia Crone in writing Hagarism is considered a 

turning point in critical studies of early Islamic history. However, in his 

subsequent independent works, Cook distanced himself from that 

radical approach and turned to more historical analyses of "Islamic 

jurisprudence, ethics, and intellectual developments in Islamic 

civilization" (see: Cook, 2000: xii). 

In addition to his deep knowledge of Islamic sources in Arabic, 

Persian, Turkish, and Hebrew, Cook is recognized as one of the most 

meticulous scholars of Islam in the analysis of classical texts. His views 

in the field of Islamic ethics, the role of religion in politics, and 

discourses on commanding right and forbidding wrong have influenced 

numerous scholars both within and outside the Muslim world (see: 

Brown, 2003: 103). 

In 2002, he received the "Brill Encyclopedia of Islam" award for his 

outstanding contributions and continues to serve as a distinguished 

professor at Princeton University. 

3.2. Brief Explanation of the Hagarism Hypothesis 

The authors of Hagarism, adopting a historiographical approach 

characterized by a critical stance toward traditional Islamic sources, 

attempt to reconstruct the history of early Islam by relying on 

contemporary non-Muslim texts such as Greek, Syriac, Hebrew, and 

Armenian sources. They argue that the narratives about the origin of 

Islam are the product of ideological revisions in later centuries and 

cannot be used as reliable evidence for the history of the seventh 

century CE (Crone and Cook, 1977: 3-7). 

The authors use the term "Hagarism" to describe an early Arab-

Jewish movement that emerged in opposition to the Byzantine Empire. 

According to them, this movement was not, from its inception, an 

independent religious movement but rather a politico-ethnic endeavor, 

organized through the cooperation of Arab tribes and some Jewish 

groups, with the aim of reconstructing an Ishmaelite identity and 
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breaking free from the domination of major empires. From this 

perspective, early Islam is a continuation of Abrahamic traditions, 

specifically influenced by Jewish tradition and Messianic expectations 

(Crone and Cook, 1977: 8-14). 
According to Crone and Cook’s interpretation, the Prophet of Islam 

(PBUH) was initially not the founder of an independent religion but a 

politico-religious leader who, along with his followers, identified 

himself as "Ishmaelites"—those who had allied with Jews to reclaim 

the Holy Land and restore the Abrahamic tradition. This alliance, 

however, fractured after the conquest of Jerusalem, and from this 

rupture, Islam gradually emerged as an independent religion. The 

authors believe that many distinctive elements of Islam—including the 

Qur'an in its written and codified form, jurisprudence (fiqh), Hadith, 

and the structure of the Caliphate—are products of the second and third 

centuries AH, not the first (Crone and Cook, 1977: 15-20). 

One of the most significant methodological innovations of this book 

was its prioritization of external sources over Islamic ones. By examining 

Greek and Syriac texts contemporaneous with the Prophet Muhammad 

(PBUH), Crone and Cook argue that these sources indicate perceptions 

different from those that later formed within the Islamic tradition. For 

example, the authors cite the writings of the Armenian Sebeos and 

Thomas the Presbyter, pointing to evidence where the Prophet of Islam 

is introduced as a tribal leader with political objectives, not a prophet 

receiving revelation (Crone and Cook, 1977: 40-45). 
This skeptical approach towards Islamic sources and heavy reliance 

on non-Muslim sources has prompted serious criticism from scholars 

of Islam. Critics considered this approach overly conjectural and 

lacking sufficient evidence. Particularly, the disregard for the internal 

dynamics of the Islamic tradition and the complexities in the 

development of Hadith and jurisprudence were identified as major 

weaknesses of this work. Even Crone, in her later works such 

as Meccan Trade and the Rise of Islam (1987), adopted a more cautious 

approach, revised and moderated some of her earlier radical positions. 

Despite this, Hagarism remains an influential work in the 

historiography of Islam. By questioning traditional assumptions, the 
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book significantly opened up critical studies of Islam and paved the way 

for discourses such as re-reading Islam with a historical approach. 

Although its methodology remains contentious, its role in stimulating 

new research on early Islamic history is undeniable. 

4. Petra and Gibson 

Although he did not achieve the same depth as Crone and Cook, Dan 

Gibson has also produced numerous works on the early origins of Islam 

and the Two Kaaba Hypothesis, such as: 

1. Qur'anic Geography: A Survey and Evaluation of Geographical 

References in the Qur'an with Reference to Historical and Field 

Data (2011). 

2. The Sacred City Documentary (2016). 

3. *Early Islamic Qiblas: A Study of the Mosques Built Between 1 

AH/622 CE and 263 AH/876 CE* (2017). 

4. Let the Stones Speak: A New Look at the Archaeology of 

Islam (2023). 

A brief account of their hypothesis is as follows: 

4.1. Brief Biography of Dan Gibson 

Dan Gibson is a Canadian researcher, author, and documentary 
filmmaker, best known for his theories concerning early Islamic history 
and particularly his documentary The Sacred City. No independent 
book or article provides a comprehensive biography of him. Therefore, 
the available information about his life is primarily drawn from sources 
such as his personal website, the prefaces of his books, and his media 
interviews. His official website, nabataea.net, also provides information 
about his research and views. 

Dan Gibson began extensive field studies in the Middle East in 1979, 
and residing for approximately three decades in Jordan, Yemen, and the 
United Arab Emirates. His primary focus has been on the 
historiography of early Islam, Nabatean civilization, and the 
geographical references in the Qur'an (Gibson, 2011: 8). He first 
introduced a research approach combining archaeological and textual 
analysis with the publication of Qur'anic Geography in 2011, aiming to 
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correlate locations mentioned in the Qur'an with historical and 
geographical data (Gibson, 2011). 

He continued this approach, in his 2017 book Early Islamic Qiblas, 

he analyzed the Qibla orientations of over 200 historical mosques and 

claimed that in the early centuries of Islam, the Qibla of mosques was 

towards Petra in Jordan, not Mecca (Gibson, 2017: 132). This research 

was based on satellite data, field surveys, and historical documents 

independently collected by Gibson. 

It is noteworthy that Gibson has not been affiliated with formal 

academic institutions. Nevertheless, his works have attracted the 

attention of some informal research circles. 

4.2. Brief Explanation of Gibson's Hypothesis 

Dan Gibson is best known for his book and documentary titled The 

Sacred City, in which he claims that the historical Mecca was originally 

located in the Petra region of modern-day southern Jordan, not in 

present-day Mecca in Saudi Arabia. 

The Petra theory, developed by Dan Gibson in his works, posits that 

the initial sacred site in Islam was not Mecca but Petra in southern 

Jordan. This theory is based on multi-layered evidence, including 

Qur'anic geography, the Qiblas of early mosques, and early Islamic 

texts (Gibson, 2011: 117-132). Gibson argues that the geographical 

descriptions in the Qur'an, involving mountains, agriculture, and a 

relatively humid climate, are incompatible with the arid climate of 

Mecca and correspond better with the natural setting of Petra (see: 

Gibson, 2011: 89-93). 

The culmination of this theory is seen in the book Early Islamic 

Qiblas (2017), where he examines data from over 100 early Islamic 

mosques and demonstrates that the vast majority of them were oriented 

towards Petra (see: Gibson, 2017: 45-132). According to Gibson, the 

change of the Qibla from Petra to Mecca occurred around the mid-

second century AH, which he attributes to political developments under 

the Abbasid Caliphate (see: Gibson, 2017: 176). 

The primary reasons put forward by Dan Gibson in support of the 

"Petra as the initial sacred site of Islam" theory are listed below: 
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a. Qiblas of Early Mosques: The examination of approximately 100 

mosques from the first and second centuries AH indicates that their 

Qibla direction was set towards Petra instead of Mecca. Mosques in 

Damascus, Basra, Fustat, Wasit, and even in China have Qiblas that 

point precisely or approximately towards Petra (see: Gibson, 2017). 

b. Qur'anic Geographical Descriptions: The Qur'an contains references to 

rainfall, gardens, palm trees, vines, and a mountainous region that align 

more naturally with the environment of the Petra region and the 

northern Hijaz than with Mecca. Specifically, terms such as Wādin Dhī 

Zarʿ, Ṭūr Sīnīn, and al-Balad al-Amīn are seen as more fitting the 

geographical location of Petra (see: Gibson, 2011: 85-97). 

c. Lack of Pre-Islamic Historical and Archaeological Evidence for 

Mecca: Gibson claims that there is no reliable archaeological evidence 

for the city of Mecca until the eighth century CE (second century AH), 

whereas Petra had been an important cultural and commercial center for 

centuries prior to that time (see: Gibson, 2011: 10-30). 

d. Correlation with Islamic Narratives: Some early Islamic historical 

narratives refer to northern Arabia, which aligns more closely with 

Petra's location. For instance, narratives concerning early Muslim 

conflicts with the Byzantines and descriptions of the geographical 

locations of Badr, Uhud, and Tabuk correspond better with the location 

of Petra (see: Gibson, 2011: 112-123). 

e. Cartography and Visual Evidence: Using satellite imagery and 

analysis of precise maps, Gibson demonstrates that the Qibla angles of 

mosques were often deliberately engineered to face Petra, rather than 

being random or due to local geographical factors (see: Gibson, 2017: 

46-130). 

f. Political Developments of the Abbasids: He argues that the Abbasid 

caliphs, aiming to establish a new religious center, replaced Petra with 

Mecca as the official Qibla. This Qibla change coincided with the 

Abbasids establishing themselves in Baghdad and the formation of a 

more formal religious structure (see: Gibson, 2017: 176). 

However, this theory and its evidence have been strongly criticized 

by scholars such as David A. King. In a detailed article titled "A Review 

of Early Islamic Qiblas," King points to serious contradictions in 
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Gibson's analyses and considers his findings imprecise and unscientific 

(see: King, 2018: 351-384). King regards Gibson's methods as lacking 

the necessary foundations in the science of Qibla determination. He 

writes that Gibson's understanding of historical architecture and Qibla 

finding is simplistic and at times incorrect (see: King, 2018: 360-384). 

4.2. Brief Explanation of Gibson's Hypothesis 

Before reviewing the alphabetical list of works based on authors' 

surnames, it is appropriate to note that some works may have been 

published by different publishers or with varying transliterations of 

surnames. Therefore, when searching for authors' names, it is necessary 

to consider all possible variant forms. 

The list of works, organized by author, is as follows:.  
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