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The Kaaba, as the holiest site in Islam, holds a status beyond
that of a mere historical or ritual structure; it is considered a
symbol of "monotheism, unity, and religious identity" for
Muslims throughout Islamic history. This divine site,
attributed to the Prophet Abraham (AS), is introduced in the
Qur'an as the center of guidance for all humanity and plays
a pivotal role in the rites of Hajj and as the Qibla for
Muslims. The significance of the Kaaba is manifest not only
in worship but also in the construction of the collective and
political identity of the Islamic Ummah. However, in recent
decades, some Western scholars, through historical and
critical perspectives, have proposed hypotheses concerning
the early origins of Islam and its geography, including the
idea of two Kaabas in the southern (present-day Mecca) and
northern Hijaz (Petra). In this context, works such as
Hagarism and Early Islamic Qiblas have raised new
questions on this matter. It appears that the hypothesis of
multiplicity regarding the Abrahamic Kaaba, or ambiguity
concerning its geography, as well as explanations for the
initial origin of Islam, remain in their early stages.
Consequently, it is necessary for thinkers and researchers to
examine and evaluate the various dimensions of these
viewpoints. To this end, providing a comprehensive
bibliography on these issues is essential. This article, by
introducing over two hundred primary and secondary
sources related to the early origins of Islam, aims to provide
a scholarly foundation for researchers to engage more
substantially with this emerging and contentious field, so
that its various aspects may be investigated more thoroughly
and precisely.
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1. Introduction

The Kaaba is not only one of the holiest sites in Islam but also the
starting point and the monotheistic axis of the Islamic faith. It is the first
house established for the worship of God on Earth (Al ‘Imran, 96) and
thus holds a status beyond that of a sacred building; the Kaaba is the
embodiment of unity, faith, and the devotional-social axis of Muslims
throughout Islamic history. The Qur'an presents the Kaaba not merely
as a structure belonging to a specific people, but as a center of guidance
for all humanity.

The Kaaba's history predates the Islamic Shari'ah, tracing back to the
era of the Prophet Abraham (AS). In the Qur'an, the reconstruction and
purification of the House of God by Abraham and his son Ishmael is
recounted as a foundational event; when the two "raised the foundations
of the House" and asked God to accept their work (al-Baqarah, 127).
Thus, from a monotheistic perspective, the Kaaba is not merely a
geographical location but a point where purity of intention, sincere
devotion, and submission to the divine command are manifested.
Abraham's role in establishing religious rites surrounding the Kaaba,
including circumambulation (tawaf) and sacrifice, is also emphasized
in the Qur'an (al-Hajj, 26-27).

The Kaaba holds special importance as the Qibla (direction of
prayer) for Muslims. After the migration (Hijrah) of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) to Medina, the Qibla of the Muslims was changed
by divine command from Jerusalem to the Kaaba, a clear sign of the
independent identity of the Islamic Ummah and its focus on the
Abrahamic center of monotheism (al-Baqarah, 144). This change in
direction was not merely a ritual instruction but a strategic statement of
a return to the pure roots of monotheism and the continuation of the
connection between Islam and the Abrahamic faith.

Furthermore, the Kaaba is a place where security is guaranteed; God
refers to it as a "Secure Sanctuary" (al-Ma'idah, 97). The importance of
this characteristic is doubly evident in the world of yesterday and today,
where religious and social security is compromised in many regions. In
this regard, the Qur'an emphasizes that people are obliged to respect the
sanctity of this place and to preserve it from any act of violence or
desecration (al-Baqarah, 191).
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In addition to its devotional role, the Kaaba is also the axis of social
unity for Muslims. During the Hajj pilgrimage, one of the pillars of
Islam, millions of Muslims from around the world, with diverse
languages, colors, and ethnicities gather at the Kaaba. This massive
gathering, which the Qur'an describes as providing "benefits for the
people" (al-Hajj, 28), is a practical manifestation of community-
building and the unity of the Islamic Ummah. Thus, the Kaaba is, on
one hand, a place of worship and submission to God, and on the other,
an arena for harmonizing hearts and unifying the Islamic Ummah.

Ultimately, it can be said that the Kaaba is a symbol of the divine
covenant; a house that God has established as "a support for mankind"
(al-Ma'idah, 97), meaning a source of stability and steadfastness for
people. This expression, which also carries socio-political connotations,
indicates that the Muslim's connection with the Kaaba is not merely an
emotional or ritual relationship; rather, at its core, it entails a form of
social, historical, and ethical responsibility.

Therefore, the Qur'an not only considers the Kaaba a sacred and
symbolic edifice but, by emphasizing its "history, philosophy, rites, and
spirituality,” elevates it to a transcendent, timeless status—the beating
heart of the believers and the eternal symbol of monotheism.

2. Statement of the Problem

Upon reflection on the empirical history of humankind and even the
historical developments of religions and denominations, it becomes
clear that certain matters and subjects, seemingly "self-evident" and
considered historical certainties, may, through scholarly inquiry,
become subjects of renewed contemplation and re-evaluation, thereby
losing some of their apparent obviousness. In this process, some
individuals, in order to resolve difficulties and provide adequate
answers to these questions, propose new approaches to explain those
very issues, and some go even further by presenting diverse, opposing,
or even radical hypotheses to challenge those established common
beliefs and conventions.

For instance, in recent decades, some Western scholars (such as
Montgomery Watt, Michael Cook, Patricia Crone, Gerald Hawting,
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Christoph Luxenberg (pseudonym), Fred M. Donner, Dan Gibson, and
Volker Popp), through their studies and research on the history of Islam
and its cultural and political roots, have introduced ambiguities
regarding the origin of Islam or its initial geography. Certainly, the
works of some of these scholars have gained more fame and attention,
such as Cook and Crone's book Hagarism (1977) and Gibson's
book Early Islamic Qiblas (2017), which have provoked widespread
reactions in academic and media circles.

It appears that the hypothesis of a multiplicity of Abrahamic Kaabas,
or ambiguity concerning its geography, as well as explanations for the
initial origin of Islam, are still in their early stages. Consequently, it is
necessary for thinkers and researchers to examine and evaluate the
various dimensions of these viewpoints. To this end, providing a
bibliography concerning the Two Kaaba Hypothesis (the southern Hijaz
Kaaba in present-day Mecca and the northern Hijaz Kaaba in the Petra
region) and the early origin of Islam is essential. This will enable those
interested in pursuing these topics to enter the field of study, critique,
and discussion of related issues more effectively and precisely.

Accordingly, through extensive searches in Persian and Western
sources, specialized works in this field and indirect but relevant sources
have been identified. These are presented to the readers, accompanied
by brief introductory summaries of the prominent proposed hypotheses
and biographies of their theorists, with the aim of providing a research
infrastructure for entering this field.

3. Hagarism of Crone and Cook

Patricia Crone and Michael Cook, aside from their joint work
titled Hagarism: The Making of the Islamic World (1977), have
numerous other works in the field of early Islamic origins.

For example, Patricia Crone authored: 1- Meccan Trade and the Rise
of Islam (1987). 2- Review of The Origins of Islam (1990). 3- Early
Islam: History, Sources, and Traditions (1994). 4- A Critique of Early
Islamic Sources (1998). 5- Islam, History, and Civilization (2003).

And Michael Cook authored: 1-Review of Early Muslim
Dogma (1980). 2- Muhammad (1983). 3- An Historical Analysis of the
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Origins of Islam (1985). 4- A Semantic Hadith on the Qibla in al-
Kulayni's al-Kaf1 (2015).
A brief account of their hypothesis is as follows:

3.1. Brief Biographies of Crone and Cook

Patricia Crone, one of the most prominent figures of the second
generation of critical Orientalists, was born in Denmark in 1945. She
began her university studies at the School of Oriental and African
Studies (SOAS) and subsequently received her PhD from the
University of Oxford.
She taught at the University of Cambridge and the School of Oriental
Studies in London during the 1970s and 1980s, before joining the
Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton in 1997, where she remained
as a faculty member until her death in 2015 (see: Cook, 2015: 1).

Crone played a significant role in shaping the critical trend in
Western Islamic studies through her stringent approach to traditional
Islamic sources. She believed that later Islamic sources could not be
used uncritically in analyzing developments of the seventh century CE.
This position, based on the utilization of non-Muslim sources and
comparative analysis, had a profound impact on methodological
debates in Islamic studies (see: Hoyland, 2015: 103).

Patricia Crone's scholarly character was known for a combination of
"frankness, linguistic precision, mastery of classical sources, and a
critical historical perspective." Her colleagues, including Professor
Michael Cook, described her as a fearless yet truth-seeking researcher
(see: Cook, 2015: 3).

She passed away in 2015 after a period of illness, but her scholarly
legacy continues to inspire profound dialogue among contemporary
scholars of Islam.

Michael Cook, one of the most influential contemporary scholars of
Islam, was born in England in 1940. He began his university studies in
history at the University of Cambridge and later received his PhD in
Islamic history from the University of London. Cook joined the faculty
of Princeton University in 1986 where he taught for many years in the
History Department (see: Qadi, 2017: 556).
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Cook's scholarly fame stems primarily from his research on the
origins of Islam, the history of the Caliphate, and the development of
Islamic thought, especially in the early periods. His research
collaboration with Patricia Crone in writing Hagarism is considered a
turning point in critical studies of early Islamic history. However, in his
subsequent independent works, Cook distanced himself from that
radical approach and turned to more historical analyses of "Islamic
jurisprudence, ethics, and intellectual developments in Islamic
civilization" (see: Cook, 2000: xii).

In addition to his deep knowledge of Islamic sources in Arabic,
Persian, Turkish, and Hebrew, Cook is recognized as one of the most
meticulous scholars of Islam in the analysis of classical texts. His views
in the field of Islamic ethics, the role of religion in politics, and
discourses on commanding right and forbidding wrong have influenced
numerous scholars both within and outside the Muslim world (see:
Brown, 2003: 103).
In 2002, he received the "Brill Encyclopedia of Islam" award for his
outstanding contributions and continues to serve as a distinguished
professor at Princeton University.

3.2. Brief Explanation of the Hagarism Hypothesis

The authors of Hagarism, adopting a historiographical approach
characterized by a critical stance toward traditional Islamic sources,
attempt to reconstruct the history of early Islam by relying on
contemporary non-Muslim texts such as Greek, Syriac, Hebrew, and
Armenian sources. They argue that the narratives about the origin of
Islam are the product of ideological revisions in later centuries and
cannot be used as reliable evidence for the history of the seventh
century CE (Crone and Cook, 1977: 3-7).

The authors use the term "Hagarism" to describe an early Arab-
Jewish movement that emerged in opposition to the Byzantine Empire.
According to them, this movement was not, from its inception, an
independent religious movement but rather a politico-ethnic endeavor,
organized through the cooperation of Arab tribes and some Jewish
groups, with the aim of reconstructing an Ishmaelite identity and
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breaking free from the domination of major empires. From this
perspective, early Islam is a continuation of Abrahamic traditions,
specifically influenced by Jewish tradition and Messianic expectations
(Crone and Cook, 1977: 8-14).

According to Crone and Cook’s interpretation, the Prophet of Islam
(PBUH) was initially not the founder of an independent religion but a
politico-religious leader who, along with his followers, identified
himself as "Ishmaelites"—those who had allied with Jews to reclaim
the Holy Land and restore the Abrahamic tradition. This alliance,
however, fractured after the conquest of Jerusalem, and from this
rupture, Islam gradually emerged as an independent religion. The
authors believe that many distinctive elements of Islam—including the
Qur'an in its written and codified form, jurisprudence (figh), Hadith,
and the structure of the Caliphate—are products of the second and third
centuries AH, not the first (Crone and Cook, 1977: 15-20).

One of the most significant methodological innovations of this book
was its prioritization of external sources over Islamic ones. By examining
Greek and Syriac texts contemporaneous with the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH), Crone and Cook argue that these sources indicate perceptions
different from those that later formed within the Islamic tradition. For
example, the authors cite the writings of the Armenian Sebeos and
Thomas the Presbyter, pointing to evidence where the Prophet of Islam
is introduced as a tribal leader with political objectives, not a prophet
receiving revelation (Crone and Cook, 1977: 40-45).

This skeptical approach towards Islamic sources and heavy reliance
on non-Muslim sources has prompted serious criticism from scholars
of Islam. Critics considered this approach overly conjectural and
lacking sufficient evidence. Particularly, the disregard for the internal
dynamics of the Islamic tradition and the complexities in the
development of Hadith and jurisprudence were identified as major
weaknesses of this work. Even Crone, in her later works such
as Meccan Trade and the Rise of Islam (1987), adopted a more cautious
approach, revised and moderated some of her earlier radical positions.

Despite this, Hagarism remains an influential work in the
historiography of Islam. By questioning traditional assumptions, the
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book significantly opened up critical studies of Islam and paved the way
for discourses such as re-reading Islam with a historical approach.
Although its methodology remains contentious, its role in stimulating
new research on early Islamic history is undeniable.

4. Petra and Gibson

Although he did not achieve the same depth as Crone and Cook, Dan
Gibson has also produced numerous works on the early origins of Islam
and the Two Kaaba Hypothesis, such as:

1. Qur'anic Geography: A Survey and Evaluation of Geographical
References in the Qur'an with Reference to Historical and Field
Data (2011).

2. The Sacred City Documentary (2016).

3. *Early Islamic Qiblas: A Study of the Mosques Built Between 1
AH/622 CE and 263 AH/876 CE* (2017).

4. Let the Stones Speak: A New Look at the Archaeology of
Islam (2023).

A brief account of their hypothesis is as follows:

4.1. Brief Biography of Dan Gibson

Dan Gibson is a Canadian researcher, author, and documentary
filmmaker, best known for his theories concerning early Islamic history
and particularly his documentary 7he Sacred City. No independent
book or article provides a comprehensive biography of him. Therefore,
the available information about his life is primarily drawn from sources
such as his personal website, the prefaces of his books, and his media
interviews. His official website, nabataea.net, also provides information
about his research and views.

Dan Gibson began extensive field studies in the Middle East in 1979,
and residing for approximately three decades in Jordan, Yemen, and the
United Arab Emirates. His primary focus has been on the
historiography of early Islam, Nabatean civilization, and the
geographical references in the Qur'an (Gibson, 2011: 8). He first
introduced a research approach combining archaeological and textual
analysis with the publication of Qur'anic Geography in 2011, aiming to
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correlate locations mentioned in the Qur'an with historical and
geographical data (Gibson, 2011).

He continued this approach, in his 2017 book Early Islamic Qiblas,
he analyzed the Qibla orientations of over 200 historical mosques and
claimed that in the early centuries of Islam, the Qibla of mosques was
towards Petra in Jordan, not Mecca (Gibson, 2017: 132). This research
was based on satellite data, field surveys, and historical documents
independently collected by Gibson.

It is noteworthy that Gibson has not been affiliated with formal
academic institutions. Nevertheless, his works have attracted the
attention of some informal research circles.

4.2. Brief Explanation of Gibson's Hypothesis

Dan Gibson is best known for his book and documentary titled 7he
Sacred City, in which he claims that the historical Mecca was originally
located in the Petra region of modern-day southern Jordan, not in
present-day Mecca in Saudi Arabia.

The Petra theory, developed by Dan Gibson in his works, posits that
the initial sacred site in Islam was not Mecca but Petra in southern
Jordan. This theory is based on multi-layered evidence, including
Qur'anic geography, the Qiblas of early mosques, and early Islamic
texts (Gibson, 2011: 117-132). Gibson argues that the geographical
descriptions in the Qur'an, involving mountains, agriculture, and a
relatively humid climate, are incompatible with the arid climate of
Mecca and correspond better with the natural setting of Petra (see:
Gibson, 2011: 89-93).

The culmination of this theory is seen in the book Early Islamic
Qiblas (2017), where he examines data from over 100 early Islamic
mosques and demonstrates that the vast majority of them were oriented
towards Petra (see: Gibson, 2017: 45-132). According to Gibson, the
change of the Qibla from Petra to Mecca occurred around the mid-
second century AH, which he attributes to political developments under
the Abbasid Caliphate (see: Gibson, 2017: 176).

The primary reasons put forward by Dan Gibson in support of the
"Petra as the initial sacred site of Islam" theory are listed below:
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a. Qiblas of Early Mosques: The examination of approximately 100
mosques from the first and second centuries AH indicates that their
Qibla direction was set towards Petra instead of Mecca. Mosques in
Damascus, Basra, Fustat, Wasit, and even in China have Qiblas that
point precisely or approximately towards Petra (see: Gibson, 2017).
b. Qur'anic Geographical Descriptions: The Qur'an contains references to
rainfall, gardens, palm trees, vines, and a mountainous region that align
more naturally with the environment of the Petra region and the
northern Hijaz than with Mecca. Specifically, terms such as Wadin Dhi
Zar', Tar Sinin, and al-Balad al-Amin are seen as more fitting the
geographical location of Petra (see: Gibson, 2011: 85-97).
Cc. Lack of Pre-Islamic Historical and Archaeological Evidence for
Mecca: Gibson claims that there is no reliable archaeological evidence
for the city of Mecca until the eighth century CE (second century AH),
whereas Petra had been an important cultural and commercial center for
centuries prior to that time (see: Gibson, 2011: 10-30).

d. Correlation with Islamic Narratives: Some early Islamic historical
narratives refer to northern Arabia, which aligns more closely with
Petra's location. For instance, narratives concerning early Muslim
conflicts with the Byzantines and descriptions of the geographical
locations of Badr, Uhud, and Tabuk correspond better with the location
of Petra (see: Gibson, 2011: 112-123).

e. Cartography and Visual Evidence: Using satellite imagery and
analysis of precise maps, Gibson demonstrates that the Qibla angles of
mosques were often deliberately engineered to face Petra, rather than
being random or due to local geographical factors (see: Gibson, 2017:
46-130).

f. Political Developments of the Abbasids: He argues that the Abbasid
caliphs, aiming to establish a new religious center, replaced Petra with
Mecca as the official Qibla. This Qibla change coincided with the
Abbasids establishing themselves in Baghdad and the formation of a
more formal religious structure (see: Gibson, 2017: 176).

However, this theory and its evidence have been strongly criticized
by scholars such as David A. King. In a detailed article titled "A Review
of Early Islamic Qiblas," King points to serious contradictions in
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Gibson's analyses and considers his findings imprecise and unscientific
(see: King, 2018: 351-384). King regards Gibson's methods as lacking
the necessary foundations in the science of Qibla determination. He
writes that Gibson's understanding of historical architecture and Qibla
finding is simplistic and at times incorrect (see: King, 2018: 360-384).

4.2. Brief Explanation of Gibson's Hypothesis

Before reviewing the alphabetical list of works based on authors'
surnames, it is appropriate to note that some works may have been
published by different publishers or with varying transliterations of
surnames. Therefore, when searching for authors' names, it is necessary
to consider all possible variant forms.

The list of works, organized by author, is as follows:.
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